
 
OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE SAFETY ENCOURAGED OVER EASTER WEEKEND 
 
Salt Lake -- Utah State Park off-highway vehicle (OHV) managers remind everyone to ride 
safely and responsibly over the Easter holiday. Riders should be properly trained and prepared 
and ride in a responsible manner. 
 
Utah State Parks urges parents to enroll children in a Know Before You Go! training course, 
which is required by Utah law. By passing this course, drivers eight through 16 may legally 
operate an OHV. Drivers 16 years and older must have a valid driver’s license or OHV 
education certificate. Remember, children under age eight cannot operate an OHV on 
public 
land.

 
 
In addition to preparation and training, Utah State Parks OHV Education Specialist Ann Evans 
offers the following guidelines for safe OHV riding: 
 
- Always wear a safety-rated and properly fitted helmet, goggles, clothing that covers arms and 
legs, and over-the-ankle boots. 
- Check mechanical controls and safety devices on your machine before you ride to ensure 
proper operation. 
- Do not take alcohol or drugs along for the ride. 



- Ride your OHV only in areas designated for their use. The best way to protect your riding 
privilege is to stay on the trail. 
- Do not carry passengers on single-person machines. However, never ride alone and always let 
someone know your itinerary. 
- Carry tools and survival gear in the event of changing weather conditions and mechanical 
failure. 
- Respect closed areas and private property. Don't cut switchbacks or take shortcuts. 
Remember, areas signed as wilderness are closed to all motorized vehicles. 
- OHVs should not to be used as “babysitters” by parents at any time, especially in 
campgrounds or neighborhood roads. 
 
To register for Know Before You Go! classes or for information on OHV laws and riding areas, 
contact the OHV Information Center at (801) 538-7433 from within Salt Lake City, or 1-800-
OHV-RIDE (648-7433) from outside the area. 
 
THE EASTER BUNNY TO VISIT DEER VALLEY RESORT 
Sunday, March 23, 2008 
 
 
WHAT: The Easter Bunny will visit Deer Valley.  Guests are invited to bring a 

camera and have their picture taken with the Easter Bunny. 
    
WHEN:  Easter Sunday, March 23, 2008  
 
WHERE:  The Easter Bunny will be visiting with guests around the Snow Park 

Lodge at Deer Valley Resort from 9 to 11 a.m. 
 
COST:    Free 
 
 
EASTER WEEKEND EVENTS 
AND CAMPING 
 
Salt Lake - If you are planning an 
Easter Weekend adventure, it’s not too 
late to reserve a campsite at a Utah 
state park. The following parks have 
campsites available, but are filling up 
quickly: Escalante, Green River, Otter 
Creek, and Palisade. 
 
Reservations can be made up to two 
days in advance from the arrival 
date. To make a reservation or for more 



information, please call (801) 322-3770 from within the Salt Lake calling area and (800) 322-
3770 from outside the area or visit www.stateparks.utah.gov. 
 
Special Easter events are held at the following state parks:  
 
March 22          Antelope Island State Park – Syracuse  Easter Celebration: Join park staff for an 
egg hunt at 10 a.m. Other activities include a fishing pond, face painting, pictures with the 
Easter Bunny, and farm ball and gunny sack races. Prizes will be awarded for all activities. 
(801) 649-5742 
 
March 22          Fremont Indian State Park and Museum – Sevier  Easter Egg Hunt: Join park 
staff for an egg hunt at 9 a.m. sharp. This is a huge event with candy and prizes for children 12 
and under. (435) 527-4631  
 
March 23          Fremont Indian State Park and Museum – Sevier Easter Sunrise Service: The 
sunrise service at the visitor center on Easter Sunday is an annual tradition. The service begins 
approximately 45 minutes before sunrise. (435) 527-4631 
 
Media Advisory:  Space station and shuttle visible from Utah this week 
 
Utahans have three excellent early morning chances to see the docked International Space 
Station and space shuttle Atlantis this week. 
 
Friday, 21 March 
6:24 a.m. Appears 1/4 way up the W 
6:25 a.m. Passes nearly 1/2 way up the SW 
6:27 a.m. Sets in the SE 
 
Let's hope for clear skies! 
 
Volunteers needed to find Leks 
 
In 2007 we (USU Extension) piloted a program to get dedicated hunters and volunteers to count 
and search for new leks (sage- and sharp-tailed grouse).  We found that the counting of leks 
was not as successful as expected, however searching for new leks was a success.  During the 
Spring 2008 we will be soliciting volunteers to search for new leks throughout sage- and sharp-
tailed grouse range here in Utah. A "new" lek is defined as being one that has 1) not been 
detected in the past, 2) has recently began due to increased population, or 3) has moved from a 
previous location. 
 
Volunteers will need to have the following requirements: 
- a GPS unit and working knowledge of it 
- an ability to follow directions based on maps (usually 1:100k) 
- good optics (binos required and spotting scope) 



- a good 4WD vehicle 
- birddogs are not a must, but may be helpful for searching efforts 
 
We will be conducting training sessions (see below) in Cache County, Ogden, SLC, the Basin, 
and Tooele in upcoming weeks. 
 
Volunteer hours will be used as in kind donation to the UDWR, and those volunteers who 
would like to use their hours towards dedicated hunter hours is acceptable. 
 
Please distribute this information to all possible volunteers in your circles. 
 
TRAINING DATES 
 
USU Extension and UDWR will be holding training sessions for grouse lek searches on the 
following dates, places, and times.  We need all volunteers to be part of these trainings.  
Coordination of activities and search areas will take place during these meetings.  For those 
interested in helping out in the Uintah Basin area, we will post that date and time as soon as we 

can. 
 
March 10: SITLA offices, 6pm, 
Richfield (130 N Main St., Richfield) 

 
 
March 20: Lee Kay Center 5-6pm, 
SLC area (approximately 5600 W and 
2100 S, take hwy 201[2100 S] to 5600 
W exit, head north for a couple 
hundred yards and go West, there's a 
big sign for the Lee Kay Center) 
 
March 20: Ogden UDWR offices, 
6pm, (515 E 5300 S, Ogden) 
 
March 26: Cache Valley Hunter 
Education Center, 7pm (2851 W 200 
N, Logan) 
 
March 27: Little Bear River Alliance, 

Avon (contact Todd Black [435-770-9302] for more specific info) 
 
March 21 & 28: Tooele County USU Extension Office (151 N Main St., Tooele) 7:00PM on 
both dates if needed. 
 
Last week of March: Uintah Basin meeting (Likely Duchesne or Vernal)...please look for more 



info in the future 
 
Please RSVP Dave Dahlgren (dkdbio@gmail.com) so we can prepare for each meeting. 
 
Thank you for your interest in this endeavor.  Please forward this to all interested parties. 
 
Dave Dahlgren  and Todd Black 
 
David Dahlgren 
Graduate Research Assistant 
Dept. of Wildland Resources 

 
Utah State University 
(435) 881-1910 mobile and office "when your office is the outdoors" 
dkd@cc.usu.edu  
 
Todd A. Black 
CBC EXT Specialists 
Jack H. Berryman Institute 
Dept. WILD 
5230 Old Main Hill 
Logan, Utah 84322-5230 
cell 435-770-9302 
fax 435-797-3796 
www.cnr.usu.edu/cbcp 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION RESCHEDULED AT ROCKPORT STATE PARK 
 
Peoa - Construction of the bridge located at the entrance to Rockport State Park has been 
rescheduled for next fall. Park access and facilities remain open. For more information, please 
call (435) 336-2241. 
 
March Into Spring 
 
Spring officially returns to Utah this Wednesday, March 19 at 11:48 p.m. MDT. 
 
Known as the March equinox, the arrival of spring here in the northern hemisphere marks that 
moment when the Sun moves northward through the celestial equator and stands directly over 
Earth's equator. 
 
The celestial equator is an imaginary line in space above the Earth's equator. 
 
While the word equinox comes from a Latin word meaning "Equal Night", NASA Solar System 



Ambassador Patrick Wiggins points out that "In reality the equinox occurs on that day when the 
periods of night and day are nearly equal but not exactly." 
 
Wiggins adds that on the equinox the Sun rises due east and sets due west which can be a 
problem for drivers with dirty windshields in Utah where many streets run due east and west. 
 

 

Christians use 
the March 
equinox to 
calculate when 
Easter is 
celebrated.  The 
exact formula is 
complicated but 
generally Easter 
is the first 
Sunday that 
follows the first 
full Moon 
following the 
March equinox. 

 
This year's equinox is causing some confusion as many calendars show it occurring on the 
20th.  That's because those calendars are based on Eastern Time and in the Eastern time zone 
the equinox arrives at 1:48 a.m. on the 20th. 
 
The next such event, known as the September equinox, will occur when the Sun passes 
southward through the celestial equator next September, marking the start of fall in the northern 
hemisphere. 
 
Similarly, there are two times a year when the Sun is furthest from the sky's equator.  One is at 
the start of our summer, when it's furthest north, and the other is at the start of our winter, 
when it's furthest south.  These events are known as the June and December solstices. 
 
Wiggins adds that while Utahns and others who reside in the northern hemisphere mark this 
month's equinox as the start of the warmer days of spring, those in the southern hemisphere, 
where the seasons are reversed, see this event as the start of the cooler days of autumn. 
 
For further astronomical information log onto Wiggins' Solar System Ambassador web site at 
 
UPCOMING UTAH STATE PARKS EVENTS 
 
March 23          Antelope Island State Park – Syracuse Hike with a Naturalist: Join the park 



naturalist on a guided hike to the top of Frary Peak and learn more about Antelope Island’s 
bighorn sheep. This is a seven-mile hike of moderate difficulty. Estimated time of hike is six 
hours. Participants should bring sturdy shoes, water, bug spray, sunscreen, snack and meet at 
the Frary Trailhead. This event requires pre-registration by March 20. (801) 721-9569 
 
March 29          Dead Horse Point State Park – Moab When Night Falls: Join the park naturalist 
at 5:30 p.m. in the visitor center amphitheater to learn what happens once night falls in the park. 
Who is out and about?! (435) 259-2614 
 
April 1               Antelope Island State Park – Syracuse Art Exhibit: The artwork of Keith 
Vaught and Crystal Carpenter is on display in the visitor center art gallery. (801) 725-9263 
 
SURVEY OF WHITE-TAILED PRAIRIE DOGS TO BEGIN 
 
PRICE, UTAH—In early April, the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) will launch a 
survey of the white-tailed prairie dog in Carbon, Emery, Grand, Daggett, Duchesne, Rich, and 
Uintah Counties.  The survey is part of a multi-state venture in partnership with the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.  By monitoring this species once every 3 years, the 
Association hopes to demonstrate to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) that the 
white-tailed prairie dog is being well managed by individual states and does not need to be put 
on the Endangered Species List.   Outbreaks of plague periodically reduce numbers of this 
species, but most colonies recover when the disease has run its course and favorable range 
conditions occur. 
 
The DWR plans to document presence or absence of prairie dogs on 165 random sixty-acre 
plots throughout potential habitat in 6 Utah counties.  Land may be public or private, but tribal 
land will not be included in the survey.  If a random plot location falls on private property, the 
DWR will contact the appropriate landowner and ask permission to access their property.  
Colorado and Wyoming are conducting the same type of surveys within their boundaries.  
Statistical analysis of this data over a period of years will indicate the health of the population 
over its multi-state range. 
 
In response to a petition by citizens and environmental groups, the USFWS issued a decision in 
October 2004 that listing of the white-tailed prairie dog under the federal Endangered Species 
Act was not warranted. However, in a court settlement signed on February 26, 2008, the 
Service overturned this finding and acknowledged there had been improper political 
interference in the decision-making process.  A new status review will be initiated this spring 
and a new decision on listing is due on June 1, 2010.   The results of this survey will play an 
important role in documenting that white-tailed prairie dogs are widely distributed and 
adequately managed by the western states. 
 
Generally, DWR seeks to avoid listing of species under the federal Endangered Species Act 
because this can make it more cumbersome to carry out land and wildlife management 
activities on both private and public lands.  The Utah Farm Bureau, which will assist with 



landowner contacts, participated in the development of a Utah Prairie-Dog Management Plan 
including the survey concept and its objectives.    Members of the public with questions may 
contact their regional DWR sensitive species biologist by calling (435) 613-3700 in 
southeastern Utah; (801) 476-2740 in Rich County; or (435) 781-9453 in northeastern Utah. 
 
The DWR participated in a similar multi-state survey for Gunnison's prairie dogs in San Juan 
County during 2007.  This data was provided to the USFWS in October 2007.  The Service 
made a finding that the Gunnison's prairie dog was warranted for listing in portions of Colorado 
and New Mexico, but not in 
Utah.  The DWR feels that 
the data it provided played a 
role in a correct assessment 
of the situation in Utah. 
 
If the white-tailed prairie 
dog were listed, there would 
be significant impacts to the 
citizens of Utah, similar to 
the impacts that would result 
from listing the greater sage-
grouse.   The DWR feels it is 
important to provide 
objective, defensible data to 
the USFWS and demonstrate 
the state's commitment to 
manage this species.  The 
survey is not funded by 
sportsmen’s dollars, but 
through a grant from the 
Endangered Species 
Mitigation Fund matched by 
money from the Bureau of 
Land Management and other 
federal sources.  We ask the 
public to cooperate with us in this survey as they did during 2007 in San Juan County.  
Together, we can avoid the unnecessary listing of one more species as threatened or 
endangered. 
 
Quagga Mussel Prevention Training 
Please join us for a quagga mussel prevention training at Lake Powell on April 2.  The training 
runs from 9 a.m. to noon at the Wahweap Lodge, 100 Lakeshore Dr. in Page, Ariz. 
 
The training will include: 
 



- a brief history of mussel infestation in the United States 
 
 

- an update on the spread of invasive 
mussels in the West during 2007 
 
- instruction on how to identify mussels, 
enforce laws to prevent the spread of 
mussels and prevention procedures 
people can take to help stop the spread 
of invasive species. 
 
Bill Zook from the Columbia River, 
Wen Baldwin from Lake Mead and 
Mark Anderson from the National Park 
Service will be the chief instructors. 
 
The training will conclude with a boat-
washing demonstration at the Wahweap 
boat decontamination station.  The boat 
washing runs from noon to 1 p.m. 
 
Anyone who is interested in helping stop 

the spread of mussels is invited to attend.  Please come and learn how to be a part of an 
important team of workers, from all walks of life, who are working to stop the spread of 
invasive mussels in the West. 
 
Wayne Gustaveson 
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources  
 
Smoke in Northern Utah 
 
Work to reduce phragmites should begin March 19 

 
Farmington -- Don’t be concerned if you see smoke above some of the wetlands in northern 
Utah over the next few weeks.  The controlled burns that are causing the smoke are actually 
helping the marsh by reducing a plant called phragmites. 

The Division of Air Quality has approved a burn permit that will allow the burns to take 
place.  If the weather conditions are right, Division of Wildlife Resources biologists will start 
burning phragmites on March 19 at the Farmington Bay Waterfowl Management Area west of 
Farmington. 

After they’re done at Farmington Bay, they’ll work their way north. 
 
Phragmites 



 
Phragmites is an aggressive plant that has invaded the marshes of the Great Salt Lake.  

It’s outcompeting more desirable plants for space. 
With the help and support of the Utah Waterfowler’s Association, in 2006 the DWR 

received $200,000 to spray phragmites on Utah’s waterfowl management areas (WMAs).  The 
DWR aerially sprayed almost 2,100 acres in fall 2006.  Biologists followed that spraying by 
spraying another 2,100 acres in fall 2007. 

 
 “The downside to spraying phragmites is that you need to burn the dead vegetation the 
following spring,” says Randy Berger, wetlands manager for the DWR.  “Burning opens up the 
canopy of phragmites so more desirable plants can grow.  Opening the canopy also allows us to 
more efficiently re-spray the phragmites that is still alive. 

“After the initial spraying, every acre has to have a follow-up spraying.  Killing and then 
maintaining phragmites is a long-term effort.” 
 The DWR has put a 15-year Phragmites Management Plan into action. 

“The bottleneck that is keeping us from completing the project sooner is that we have to 
follow up on every acre we aerially spray to make sure no phragmites plants survive,” Berger 
says.  “That process takes a couple of years on every acre we spray.  If we sprayed the 
phragmites and didn’t follow up, in just a few years the plant would reinvade these areas.” 
 For more information, call the DWR’s Northern Region office at (801) 476-2740. 
 
H2O AUDIO, ITRAIN AND MULTIPLE OLYMPIC MEDALIST AND WORLD 
RECORD HOLDER NATALIE COUGHLIN, TEAM UP TO REVOLUTIONIZE SWIM 



TRAINING 
 
San Diego, CA - March 18, 2008 - H2O Audio, the leading watersports music company, 
announced today that it has teamed with iTrain, (the leading provider of digital content fitness 
programs) and Olympic Gold Medalist, World Champion and World Record Holder, Natalie  
Coughlin, to deliver the next generation in downloadable swim workouts for in-the-pool 
inspiration and power coaching. 
 
Coughlin began working with H2O Audio in October '07 as its new swim gear design and 
development advisor and has just completed her first swim and fitness workout program for 
iTrain. The product is now available as an mp3 download for swimmers across the globe, 
please visit: www.h2oaudio.com/team for more information. 

 
  "Having a great coach (such as Teri McKeever) to 
help focus and motivate me has provided an enormous 
inspiration throughout my career. I have always 
thought it would be great to provide an affordable 
personal trainer to swimmers where they need it most, 
right in the water," said Natalie Coughlin. "Working 
with iTrain and leveraging H2O Audio's swim gear, I 
have been able to help produce a training program that 
will challenge and motivate swimmers and  
cross-training athletes of nearly all levels." 
 
  As part of this new work-out program, the company 
and she have designed a new swim bundle that 
includes:  the H3 high-performance waterproof 
headphones, iN3 waterproof case for Apple® iPod® 
nano gen 3, and an iN3 swim belt) that  provides in 

water access to the new iTrain Swim Workout. http://www.itrain.com/workouts/program/iswim 
 
 "Natalie is a phenomenal athlete and coach," said Grace Lazenby, President and co-founder of 
iTrain. "Working with her we are able to deliver the best swim fitness program available and 
leveraging H2O Audio's gear we are able to put a personal trainer right in the pool  
with you. Our content system provides access to the very latest techniques and coaching 
insights in a constantly renewable format.  
 
Using music and top performance know-how applied in a digital medium our workouts never 
become dull or tedious." 
 
  "Natalie is synonymous with swimming. When she is not competing, setting and resetting 
world records, she is working as a coach," said Kristian Rauhala, CEO of H2O Audio. "Her 
experience and insight are exactly what we wanted to provide to the millions of swimmers  
throughout the world. iTrain has put together a phenomenal workout program that captures 



Natalie's passion and when you combine that with our performance swim gear, I truly believe 
the result is a revolutionary way to train". 
 
Pricing and Availability 
MSRP for the Natalie Coughlin Swim Bundle (iN3 Waterproof Case, H3 headset and iN3 
Swimbelt) is USD $159.99 H2O Audio's products are available at Apple® stores and surf/sport 
specialty stores nationwide.  To shop on-line, please visit www.h2oaudio.com. 
 
About Natalie Coughlin 
Having won five medals at the 2004 Olympics Coughlin is one of only three American women 
to win five swimming medals at a single Olympics. She holds the current world record in the 
100-meter backstroke and her talent and versatility have her positioned to become one of the 
most decorated female athletes of the 2008 Beijing Games. Coughlin graduated from the 
University of California at Berkeley with honors, where she continues to train with coach Teri  
McKeever. She is represented by Octagon, part of The Interpublic Group (NYSE:IPG): 
www.octagon.com. 
 
About iTrain: 
iTrain is the world's premiere provider of digital training content for all sport and fitness 
training. Based in L.A., CA, iTrain uses top performance personal trainers and coaches to 
develop renewable training and fitness programs for all skill levels and ages. For  
further information please visit: www.iTrain.com. 
 
About the Company: 
H2O Audio is the leading watersports music company offering headphones and mp3 cases that 
are designed for surf and swim, including a complete line specifically developed for Apple 
iPods®. For more please visit www.h2oaudio..com. 
 
DEETFREE NATURAL LAUNCHES IN U.S. 
Deet and Citronella banned in EU as harmful 
  
London, England—“DEETfree Natural,” the incredible 100% all natural Deet free insect 
repellent and sun screen product launched its marketing and sales programs into the U.S. 
markets today, according to David Ross, president of DA Marketing Associates Ltd. a London 
based corporation. 
  

After four years of selling 
this amazing and most efficient product with much success in Europe, the time is right to 
expand our markets and bring DEETfree Natural into the American marketplace.  “We believe 
our product is simply the best and most effective on the market today without using the 
controversial pesticide chemical Deet.”   Even though both Deet and Citronella have been 



banned in the European Union because of their dangerous side effects, it is still being used by 
most of the major insect repellent brands in the United States, said Ross. 
  
Internet Market Consortium (IMC), a Jenkintown, Pennsylvania based company is responsible 
for the U.S. marketing.  Lou Jasikoff spokesman for IMC added, “I could not be  
more excited.  This is truly a wonderful range of products.   It is 
easy to apply, safe for children and pets, and it is 
environmentally safe!”  DEETfree Natural comes not only in a 
repellent, but also in the form of a 14 hour candle, aftersun and 
suncare package cream.  This is the perfect product for 
gardeners, travelers and outdoor enthusiasts of all ages.  You 
are not only protected from the suns’ harmful rays but also 
protected from mosquitoes and other annoying insects.  The 
candle is at the forefront of technology and can be used both 
indoors and outdoors and more importantly contains no Deet or 
Citronella. 

 
Urge Your 2 U.S. Senators to Sign Letter for Increased Funding 
 

PROBLEM:  
 

As you know, even with the increase to the Refuge System budget for this fiscal year, refuges 
are barely able to maintain critical services. But Congress can help – but they’ll only do so if 
they hear from their constituents – YOU! 

 

SOLUTION: 
 

Refuge Champions, Senators Russ Feingold (D-WI) and Olympia Snowe (R-ME), are sending 
a letter to the Senate Interior and Environment appropriations subcommittee urging them to 
increase funding for the NWRS to $514 million for FY’09. This funding level will further 
stabilize losses of staffing and programs so vital to ensuring the Refuge System’s wildlife 
conservation mission and put the System on the path to reach adequate baseline funding, $765 
million annually, by Fiscal Year 2013. Without support from fellow members of Congress, the 
appropriators have little incentive to increase the budget on their own! 

 

ACTION NEEDED:  
 

Urge your two U.S. Senators to sign onto the letter to Senate Interior & Environment 
appropriators currently being circulated. Your action is needed NOW – the deadline for signers 
is TUESDAY, MARCH 25TH !!  
 

The following Senators have signed on – if your Senators are not listed, click on the link below 
to send than an instant letter. You can follow up with a quick phone call to your Senator’s 
offices by calling the Capitol Switchboard at: 202-224-3121. 
 



1.    Feingold (WI) 

2.    Snowe (ME) 

3.    Bingaman (NM) 

4.    Collins (ME) 

5.    Dodd (CT) 

6.    Durbin (IL) 

7.    Kerry (MA) 

8.    Lieberman (CT) 
9.    Reed (RI) 

10.    Sanders (VT) 

11.    Stabenow (MI) 
12.    Warner (VA) 

13.    Wyden (OR) 
Deadline for responding: Please take action by March 25th! 
 

Industry Support Fuels First Shots' Success 

NEWTOWN, Conn.—This year nearly 100 shooting ranges across the country will provide 
local residents with the opportunity to take their first shots with a handgun, rifle or shotgun 
through the National Shooting Sports Foundation's First Shots program. 
 
And when these newcomers squeeze the trigger for the first time, they will have done so 
because of the support given to the program by many firearm industry companies and shooting 
sports organizations. Sponsors provide much-needed loaner firearms, training and safety 
literature, important information on how to get more involved in shooting or hunting, and fun 
promotional items. “I see First Shots as very important to building long-term growth for the 
industry,” said Adam Wollander, vice president of sales and marketing with Crimson Trace, the 
maker of grip-
integrated laser 
sighting systems.  

Companies 
providing support 
to the program in 
2008 include . . .   
 
Amateur 
Trapshooting 
Association 
CORBON/Glaser 
Crimson Trace 
DPMS Panther Arms 
FMG Publications--American Handgunner 
Federal Cartridge 



Gripmaster 
HI VIZ Shooting Systems 
International Defensive Pistol Association 
Marlin 
Meggitt Defense Systems Caswell 
National Skeet Shooting Association 
National Sporting Clays Association 
Smith & Wesson 
Steel Challenge Association 
Sturm, Ruger & Co. 
Taurus 
U.S. Practical Shooting Association 
White Flyer 

 
"All of these 
companies and 
organizations have 
stepped up to make 
sure that first-time 
shooters have a first-
rate experience," said 

Cyndi Dalena, NSSF's First Shots manager. "Their assistance plays a key role in First Shots' 
success. The program's recent expansion to include rifle and shotgun means even more industry 
companies can be involved with this targeted effort to reach a new audience and build new 
customers." 
 
First Shots®, a fast-growing program developed by the National Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) and hosted by independent shooting facilities, provides newcomers with a welcoming 
introduction to shooting at their local ranges. The seminars, often free, cover firearm safety, 
local ownership requirements, shooting fundamentals, hands-on instruction and information on 
how and where to continue with the sport. 
 
First Shots is one of many NSSF programs working to increase awareness of and participation 
in the shooting sports. For more information, visit www.firstshots.org.  

ADVENTURE® MEDICAL KITS BURN & BLISTER TREATMENT BLITZ!  

Three New Blister Treatment Options to Help You Get Back on the Trail 

Oakland, CA (January 1st , 2008) -- Building upon its reputation as a leading innovator in the 
development of medical kits, Adventure® Medical Kits will be making a major push into the 
blister treatment category in 2008 with the introduction of a new roster of products designed to 
help outdoor enthusiasts treat and prevent blisters. Included in the lineup are: Adventure® 
Medical Kits’ GlacierGel™ Advanced Blister & Burn Dressings, Adventure® Medical 
Kits’ Moleskin and Adventure® Medical Kits’ Blister Medic™. AMK’s expanded presence  



in the category reflects the increasing consumer demand for effective blister treatment.  

Says AMK’s marketing director Frank Meyer, “Blisters are one of the top five reasons 
why people abandon their trips in the outdoors.” 

“With AMK’s NEW selection of branded 
blister SKUs,” Meyer continued, “we will be able to 
offer our retailers the most comprehensive blister 
treatment program available at a variety of attractive 
price points.”  

Adventure® Medical Kits’ GlacierGel™ Advanced 
Blister & Burn Dressings 

With its patented second generation hydrogel 
technology, AMK’s GlacierGel™ Advanced Blister 
& Burn Dressings give outdoor enthusiasts the ability 
to eliminate the nagging pain of blisters and burns on 
contact and allow them to get back on the trail. 
Highly cushioning, cooling and absorbent, the 

GlacierGel™ Dressings are able to provide instant and sustained pain relief. Unlike 
hydrocolloid dressings, which rely on moisture from the foot - such as a burst blister - in order 
to become a gel, the naturally soft GlacierGel™ already contains 50% water and provides an 
immediate and effective cushion against subsequent friction to sensitive skin.  

With GlacierGel’s waterproof and breathable membrane, excess moisture that may 
otherwise build up underneath the dressing can escape through the backing film, which reduces 
the risk of skin maceration occurring. GlacierGel’s waterproof Polyurethane film backing 
protects the damaged skin from bacterial and viral contamination. The GlacierGel™ Dressings 
also promote rapid healing. Because the hydrogel pad 
creates a moist environment, this facilitates cell 
movement, growth and division, thereby helping the skin 
to rapidly create new epithelial tissue (cells found on the 
outermost layer of our skin), which speeds the healing 
process. Depending upon the location of the dressing and 
the level of  

moisture coming from the skin site, the transparent 
GlacierGel™ dressings will stay in place for three to four 
days. The transparency of the GlacierGel™ dressing also 
offers two key benefits. Firstly, it enables the wound and 
healing process to be monitored without the need to 
remove the dressing, avoiding unnecessary wastage and 
external contamination of the wound. Secondly, these 
invisible plasters can be used in the prevention and 



treatment of blisters, when placed on hotspots or areas of the foot where blisters typically 
develop. AMK’s GlacierGel™ Advanced Blister & Burn Dressings (comes with six dressings) 
will retail for MSRP$9.90: Release Date: Q1 2008 

Adventure® Medical Kits’ Moleskin   

Adventure® Medical Kits’ new super soft, super adhesive Moleskin blister treatment is also 
now easier for outdoor enthusiasts to use. With its pre-cut shapes and sizes, AMK’s new 
Moleskin pack will feature 22 dressings with five unique anatomical shapes for easy application 
on those hard-to-fit areas. The larger oval shape pieces include pre-cut inner holes for creating a 
“donut” for the blister to fit in and prevent further rubbing against your sock or boot. AMK’s 
new moleskin is ideal for putting on before your hike or mountain bike ride to prevent blisters, 
after you have started to get hotspots in order to prevent further rubbing, or as protection and 
pain relief from a fully developed blister. MSRP$5.95.  Release Date: Q1 2008 

Adventure® Medical Kits’ Blister Medic™  

Adventure® Medical Kits’ improved Blister Medic™ rounds out AMK’s family of blister 
products by combining GlacierGel™, Moleskin, antiseptic towelettes and alcohol wipes into 
one complete ultralight foot care kit.  Ideal if you are taking care of a group of hikers or your 
family, Adventure® Medical Kits’ Blister Medic™ -- which includes 13 dressings and 15 
wipes -- offers solutions to every blister problem you’re likely to encounter during your outdoor 
adventure. MSRP$10.00.  Retail Release: Q1 2008 
 
NEW MAP OF THE LEVAN AND FAYETTE SEGMENTS OF THE WASATCH 
FAULT 
 
Salt Lake City, Utah -- A large - magnitude 7 - earthquake shook Levan, in Juab County, about 
1,000 years ago.  “Future large earthquakes in this area are possible,” according to Mike 
Hylland, a senior geologist with the Utah Geological Survey (UGS).   “This is significant 
because though the area is sparsely populated now, its proximity to the Wasatch Front urban 
corridor virtually ensures future population growth.” 
 
The UGS recently released Map 229, “Surficial Geologic Map of the Levan and Fayette 
Segments of the Wasatch Fault, Juab and Sanpete Counties, Utah.”  The Wasatch fault is 
Utah’s longest and most geologically active fault, extending more than 200 miles from 
southeastern Idaho to central Utah.  The fault is subdivided into 10 segments; each segment 
ruptures independently and is a separate source of large earthquakes.  The Levan and Fayette 
segments, extending from Nephi to Fayette, comprise the southern 35 miles of the fault.  “Map 
229 can be used as a land-use planning tool before widespread development occurs in this 
area,” said Hylland, who is presenting the results of his project to the Rocky Mountain section 
of the Geological Society of America this week. 



 

 
The new map completes a series of relatively detailed geologic maps by the UGS and U.S. 
Geological Survey that now cover the entire length of the Wasatch fault having evidence for 
one or more large, surface-faulting earthquakes in recent geologic time (past 10,000 
years).  The most recent large earthquake on the southern part of the Wasatch fault zone 
occurred about 1,000 years ago on the Levan segment. 
 
Geologic mapping of active faults is important in characterizing Utah’s earthquake hazard.  The 
Levan-Fayette map includes a 37-page booklet that provides essential data for a variety of 
earthquake-hazard parameters including surface-rupture length, vertical ground-surface 
displacement, prehistoric-earthquake timing, and slip rate.  The map and booklet also provide 
detailed information about the geologic deposits along the fault zone, some of which are 
important from the standpoint of geologic hazards.  The map can be used as a primary data 
source from which to generate derivative maps that address a variety of geologic hazards, 
including surface fault rupture, alluvial-fan flooding, debris flow, landslide, rock fall, and 
expansive soil.  
 
Map 229 is available for $13.50 at the Natural Resources Map & Bookstore, located at 1594 
West North Temple, Salt Lake City (801-537-3320 or 1-888-UTAHMAP; 



geostore@utah.gov).  The map can also be viewed on the UGS website at 
http://geology.utah.gov/online/m/m-229.pdf 
 
 
The Utah Geological Survey provides timely scientific information about Utah’s geologic 
environment, resources, and hazards.  
 
Antler hunters stay on roads and trails 

As you look this spring for antlers shed by big game animals, it's important to look for them 
only on foot. Remember to keep your off-highway vehicle and truck only on roads and trails 
that are open to their use. 

 
This area in southeastern Utah shows the damage trucks, jeeps and off-highway vehicles can do 
when they're taken illegally off-road.  

Photo by Brent Stettler 

If you take your OHV or truck off of legal roads and trails, you can do serious damage to the 
habitat that deer, elk and other wildlife rely on. 

Muddy and soft 

The ground is muddy in the early spring. 
Vehicles can easily leave deep tracks this time 
of the year. Those tracks cause erosion and 
reduce the land's ability to support deer, elk 
and other wildlife. And the scars take years to 
heal. They're an eyesore that causes people to 
further oppose OHV use and shed antler 
hunting. 

Look for sheds on foot 

If you'll follow some simple rules provided by 
the Division of Wildlife Resources, you can 
have fun collecting shed antlers without damaging the landscape and causing animals stress: 

 Once you arrive at your shed antler hunting area, park your vehicle and hunt for shed 
antlers on foot.  

 Once you've found some antlers, pack them to the nearest road. Then leave them near the 
side of the road until you can drive back to pick them up.  

Please leave the area as good as you found it. Don't be responsible for more land closures and 
vehicle restrictions in Utah. 



Northern Utah closed until April 12 

In northern Utah, you may not collect shed antlers until April 12. The shed antler gathering 
season in northern Utah runs from April 12, 2008 to Jan. 31, 2009. Across the rest of Utah, you 
can collect antlers year-round. 

 
These deer antlers are still attached to their skull plate. That means the animals did not shed 
them as part of their annual life cycle. These antlers are illegal to pick up and keep.  

Photo by Brent Stettler 

The antler gathering restriction in northern Utah was imposed to reduce stress to big game 
animals during a time of year when the animals are coming out of the winter and are in their 
worst shape. 

The closure also helps reduce damage to the wet roads and rangelands. 

Don't pick them up 

Please remember that you may not collect 
antlers that are still attached to a skull plate. 

This restriction was enacted after DWR 
conservation officers discovered people were 
shooting trophy animals on their winter range. 
In the spring, they'd return and retrieve the 
heads and antlers of the animals they had 
poached. 

If they were stopped and questioned, they 
would simply say that the animal must have died of natural causes, and they were lucky to find 
its antlers. 

ADVENTURE MEDICAL KITS INTRODUCES NEW SPORTSMAN SERIES FIRST 
AID KITS FOR HUNTING AND FISHING  
 
Easy Care™ System Enables Fast, Efficient Response to Medical Emergencies 

 
OAKLAND, Calif. (SPRING 2008) – Adventure Medical Kits (AMK), the leading developer 
of first aid kits for outdoor and travel adventures, introduces the Sportsman Series of medical 
kits for hunting and fishing enthusiasts.  The new Sportsman Series includes five kits based on 
duration of trip and number of people: the Outfitter, the Hunter, the Sportsman Kit, the 
Field/Trauma Kit, and the Field Kit.   

 



The Outfitter, Hunter, and Sportsman kits feature Adventure Medical Kits’ proprietary 
Easy Care™ System that organizes hospital-quality tools and supplies by type of injury and 
includes instruction cards that enable a novice or pro to be an effective first responder to an 
emergency.  These supply compartments include: First Aid Manual/Medications/Instruments;  

Field Trauma/Stop Bleeding; Wound 
Care/Burn/Blister; and Fracture/Sprain.   

 
All kits, with the exception of the smallest (Field 

Kit), come with a copy of the just-released third edition 
of A Comprehensive Guide to Wilderness & Travel 

Medicine, by respected outdoor medicine expert Dr. 
Eric A. Weiss, M.D., featuring special sections on 
gunshot wounds and arrow injuries, wound cleaning 
and closure, and fish hook removal.  Kit users can take 
the book with them or leave it at base camp, just using 
the instruction cards included in the kit, further 
reducing the weight of the kit. 

 
“The extremely comprehensive Sportsman 

Series medical kits were developed specifically with 
the needs of hunters and fishing enthusiasts in mind,” stated Frank Meyer, marketing director 
for Adventure Medical Kits.  

 
Continued Meyer, “From reflective striping and bright orange fabric that keeps the kit 

highly visible and easy to find in times of an emergency, to flexible, multi-use cohesive 
bandage wraps for compression bandages, ankle support or to tape fingers, this series of 
medical kits provides sportsmen with the tools they need in case of an emergency.”  
 

The Outfitter is ideal for hunting and fishing outfitters and guides.  For 1-14 people, 1-14 
days, it comes with a detachable Field/Trauma Kit, so sportsmen can keep the main kit at base 
camp or in the car and bring the removable Field/Trauma Kit with them on a hunt (MSRP: 
$100.00).  The Hunter is designed for 1-7 days, 1-7  
 
people (MSRP: $60.00), and also features the detachable Field/Trauma Kit with field gloves, 
absorbent dressings, and antiseptic hand cleanse 
towelettes.  

 
Sportsmen seeking a kit small enough to take 

with them in the field or on a boat that includes the 
emergency supplies for gunshot wounds, stopping 
bleeding and removing fish hooks, can carry the 
Sportsman Kit, for 1-4 people, 1-4 days  (MSRP: 
$38.00).   AMK also offers the Field/Trauma Kit, 
compact enough to carry in a hunting or fishing vest, 



for 1-2 people out for 1-2 days (MSRP: $26.00).  The smallest of the Sportsman Series is the 
Field Kit, providing the essentials for small injuries while in the field, including blisters, cuts, 
scrapes and fish hook removal (MSRP: $11.00). 
 
Hi-res artwork available upon request: sashdown@tendercorp.com 
Detailed contents list available at www.adventuremedicalkits.com 
 
Firearms and Ammunition Industry Announce Opposition to Microstamping and Bullet 
Serialization Legislation 

HARTFORD, Conn. – This morning America’s leading firearms and ammunition 
manufacturers, many of whom are based in Connecticut, held a press conference at the State 
Capitol to announce a unified industry stand against legislation that would force them to adopt 
patented, sole-sourced technology to microstamp firearms and to put a unique serial number on 
every bullet manufactured. 

The companies attending the press conference included Connecticut-based Colt’s 
Manufacturing Company, Marlin Firearms, O.F. Mossberg and Sons, and Sturm, Ruger and 
Co., as well as Remington Arms Company, Massachusetts-based Smith & Wesson, and two of 
the largest ammunition manufacturers, ATK-Federal Cartridge Company, and Winchester 
Ammunition, a division of Olin Corp.  Joining the press conference was the Newtown-based 
National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF) – the trade association of the firearms and 
ammunition industry – and the Connecticut Association of Firearms Retailers. 

Legislation (Raised SB 607) mandating that firearms manufacturers incorporate the 
monopolized technology of microstamping would require manufacturers to micro laser-engrave 
a gun's make, model and serial number on the firing pin of each gun so, in theory, the 
information is imprinted on the cartridge casing that is discharged when the pistol is fired. 
 Independent studies have made clear that microstamping is flawed and should not be mandated 
without further and more in-depth study – a view shared by industry. 

"Given the ease with which microstamping can be defeated, the independent studies calling for 
further review of the ‘flawed’ technology and the understanding that the average age of the 
Connecticut criminal's gun is over 12 years old -- not brand new-- I am gravely concerned that 
the real cost of implementing this concept is huge compared to any reasonable public safety 
benefits that might possibly materialize," said Joseph H. Bartozzi, Senior Vice President & 
General Counsel, O. F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc -- the oldest family-owned firearms maker in the 
USA. 

The bullet serialization bill (Raised SB 603) would require ammunition manufacturers to 
employ a similarly copyrighted technology to laser engrave a serial number onto each 
individual round of ammunition – a process referred to as bullet serialization. There have been 
no independent studies on the technology of bullet serialization, and no one has been able to 
address the practicality of developing and updating a database system for storing markings of 
each individual round of ammunition.  There are more than 10 billion rounds of ammunition 



produced in the United States alone each year. 
 
Both microstamping and bullet serialization could result in all sales of firearms and ammunition 
being halted in the state -- as manufacturers are forced to abandon the market in lieu of paying 
the astronomical sums of money needed to completely reconfigure their manufacturing and 
assembly processes. 
  
"It is simply not possible for Remington to laser-engrave a serial number onto each of the 
billions of cartridges we produce every year," said Thomas Millner, president and CEO of 
Remington Arms Company, the largest firearms and ammunition manufacturer in the world. "If 
bullet serialization were to pass, Remington would have to seriously consider halting all sales 
of ammunition in Connecticut." 

Also of concern is whether Connecticut-based firearms manufacturers will move their factories 
out of Connecticut – a serious threat given the increased lobbying of pro-gun states such as 
Idaho and South Dakota, two of many states where legislators are looking for increased tax 
revenue and jobs for their constituents. 

"These are extraordinarily dangerous bills," said NSSF Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. "Bullet serialization and microstamping legislation not only 
threatens law-abiding gun owners but directly interferes with our industry's ability to supply 
law enforcement officers and the military with high-quality ammunition and firearms.  We are 
here today to strongly encourage Connecticut lawmakers to vote down these ill-advised bills – a 
move that would benefit law-abiding citizens and law enforcement while keeping hundreds of 
jobs and millions in tax revenue in a state that is considered to be the birthplace of the firearms 
industry." 

Additional: More on Microstamping 

Opposition to microstamping legislation has intensified as firearm manufacturers have 
indicated that even if they chose to remain in the Connecticut market – something that is 
anything but certain – the passage of a microstamping bill could force them to raise prices of 
guns significantly, perhaps as much as $200 per firearm, because the unreliable technology 
would require a complete reconfiguring of the manufacturing and assembly processes. 

Earlier this month a National Academy of Sciences (NAS) report commented on the technology 
of firearms microstamping.  Scientists said, "Further studies are needed on the durability of 
microstamping marks under various firing conditions and their susceptibility to tampering, as 
well as on the their cost impact for manufacturers and consumers." 

Further emboldening opposition to the microstamping bill is the recent release of a study by 
researchers at the University of California at Davis proving that the technology is "flawed" and 
"does not work well for all guns and ammunition."  The authors concluded that, "At the current 
time it is not recommended that a mandate for implementation of this technology in all 



semiautomatic handguns in the state of California be made. Further testing, analysis and 
evaluation is required."  

The authors of the study note that "more testing in a wider range of firearms is needed to 
determine the costs and feasibility" of mandating microstamping.   

The UC Davis study confirms an earlier, independent, peer-reviewed study 
http://www.nssf.org/share/legal/docs/AFTEVol38No1KrivostaNanoTag.pdf published last year 
in the professional scholarly journal for forensic firearms examiners.  That study, by Professor 
George Krivosta, proved that microstamping technology does not function reliably and the 
shallow micro laser engraved marks can be removed in mere seconds using common household 
tools.  Professor Krivosta concluded that, "implementing this technology will be much more 
complicated than burning a serial number on a few parts and dropping them into firearms being 
manufactured." 

"The NAS report, the U.C. Davis study and earlier peer-reviewed research only serve to further 
validate our longstanding concerns that this technology is unreliable, that it simply does not 
work as advertised and can and will be easily defeated by criminals in seconds using common 
household tools," said Keane. 

Additional: More on Bullet Serialization 

The NSSF has made clear that serializing ammunition on a mass production basis is infeasible 
from a practical standpoint and any legislation mandating such action is a de facto ban on 
ammunition. 
"If manufacturers had to comply with bullet serialization, NSSF estimates that it would take 
close to four weeks to manufacture what is currently produced in a single day," commented 
Keane. "This massive reduction in ammunition would translate into substantially lower sales 
and profitability and ultimately could force major ammunition manufacturers to abandon the 
market.  In turn, there would be a severe shortage of serialized ammunition and all consumers, 
including federal, state and local law enforcement agencies, would be faced with substantial 
price increases.  Ammunition will go from costing pennies to several dollars per cartridge." 

The domestic small-arms ammunition industry, utilizing modern manufacturing processes and 
distribution practices, produces more than 10 billion ammunition cartridges a year at already 
low-profit margins.  The three largest domestic manufacturers (who collectively account for the 
vast majority of the market) produce an estimated 20 million rounds of ammunition in a single 
day.  Ammunition manufacturers could not serialize their product without hundreds of millions 
of dollars in capital investment to build the new factories that would be needed in order to meet 
the requirements of bullet serialization.  At the same time, hundreds of millions of dollars of 
existing plants and equipment, and decades of manufacturing (cost-saving) efficiencies, would 
be rendered obsolete. 

 



NEW MAP OF HARDWARE RANCH 

     HYRUM — A new map of the Hardware Ranch Wildlife Management Area is available on 
the Web. 
     You can view and download the free map at wildlife.utah.gov/hardwareranch/visit.php. To 
find the map, scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the "Download map of Hardware 
Ranch" selection. 

     "We hope the map allows sportsmen and 
other visitors to identify routes and corridors to 
the excellent hunting and recreational 
opportunities that are all around us," says Dan 
Christensen, Hardware Ranch WMA 
superintendent. "We sit in the middle of a huge 
migration corridor that provides year-round 
access to wildlife." 
     In addition to being available on the Web, 
the full-color map will be part of a series of new 
displays created for the ranch's visitor center. 
This summer, large versions of the map will 

also be placed along the major roads and trails at the ranch, including the Shoshone trailhead 
near the visitor center. 
     "The new map provides important details, including gate locations, the distance to major 
destinations and seasonal restrictions," Christensen says. "Once people start to use the map, I'm 
sure they'll have good suggestions about other additions we can make to it." 
     The Hardware Ranch WMA is 17 miles east of Hyrum. For more information, call the 
WMA (435) 753-6206 or visit www.hardwareranch.com. 
 
Rip Your Strip  
Have you heard someone talk about ripping their strip? Have you thought about ripping yours? 
If the answer is yes, then this is your chance to attend a presentation on this incredibly 
successful campaign. The Utah Rivers Council will be giving a presentation on Rip Your Strip, 
a water conservation campaign that provides free information to help Utahans convert their 
parking strip from grass to a beautiful low water use landscape, on March 19th at the Bingham 
Creek Library in West Jordan at 7:00. The Council is also 
partnering with Wasatch Community Gardens to host a series 
of workshops over the summer and fall on Rip Your Strip. The 
fist workshop will take place on April 5th at Wasatch 
Community Gardens. For more information, contact Mark 
Danenhauer or Lauren Brown of the Council at 801- 486-4776. 
 
DWR Recommends More Big Game Hunting Permits 
 
1,000 fewer permits recommended for northern Utah, however 

 



More hunters could be hunting on some of Utah’s best big game units this fall.  There are 
many reasons why, but in most cases the bottom line is the same—big game animals in Utah 
are doing well. 

“This is a great time to hunt big game in Utah,” says Anis Aoude, big game coordinator 
for the Division of Wildlife Resources.  “Utah has a wider variety of animals to hunt than ever 

before.  And despite some loss of animals this 
winter, the state’s big game populations are doing 
well.” 

The DWR will present its big game permit 
recommendations for this fall at a series of public 
meetings.  Management plans for each of Utah’s 
limited entry elk units and updates to Utah’s 
Bighorn Sheep Management Plan also will be 
reviewed. 
 
Learn more, share your ideas 
 

The DWR’s proposals are available at 
www.wildlife.utah.gov/public_meetings .  Once 
you’ve read the proposals, you can provide your 
comments one of two ways: 

 
RAC meetings 
 
 Five Regional Advisory Council meetings 
will be held across Utah in March.  Citizens 
representing the RACs will take the input 
received at the meetings to the Utah Wildlife 
Board.  Board members will use your input to set 

permit numbers for this fall’s hunts.  Meeting dates, times and locations are as follows: 
 
Southern Region    Central Region 
March 13     March 20 
7 p.m.      6:30 p.m. 
Beaver High School    Springville Junior High School 
195 E. Center St.    165 S. 700 E. 
Beaver      Springville 
 
Southeastern Region   Northern Region 
March 14     March 21 
6:30 p.m.     6 p.m. 
John Wesley Powell Museum  Brigham City Community Center 
885 E. Main St.    24 N. 300 W. 
Green River     Brigham City 



 
 
Northeastern 
Region 
March 15 
6:30 p.m. 
Western Park, Rm. 
#2 
302 E. 200 S. 
Vernal 
 
E-mail 
 

You can also 
provide your 
comments to your 
RAC via e-mail.  
E-mail addresses 
for your RAC 
members are 
available at 
www.wildlife.utah.gov/public_meetings . 

 The group each RAC member represents (sportsman, non-consumptive, etc.) is listed 
under each person’s e-mail address.  You should direct your e-mail to the people on the RAC 
who represent your interest. 
 
 
Proposals 
 

1,000 fewer deer permits in northern Utah 

 
After last fall’s hunting seasons, biologists found an average of 18 bucks per 100 does on 

public land hunting units in the Northern Region.  Even though the number of bucks they found 
was on the high end of the 15 to 20 bucks per 100 does objective, biologists are recommending 
1,000 fewer permits for the region this fall. 

“We want to be cautious,” Aoude says.  “The deer herds in parts of northern Utah had a 
tough time this winter. 

“When we do our after-winter surveys later this spring, we’ll know better how many deer 
were lost.  But our big game permit drawing happens in April, so we need to set the permits 
numbers before we do the surveys.” 
 
Elk, deer and moose 
 



Elk, deer and moose permits are among the permits DWR biologists believe can be 
increased.  Aoude explains why: 
 
Elk – Biologists manage Utah’s limited entry elk units so those who hunt the units can be 
confident they’ll take a bull that will fall into one of four age categories: 6 to 7 years old, 5 to 6 
years old, 4 to 5 years old, or 3 to 4 years old.  The age of the bull a hunter might take depends 
on the unit he or she is hunting. 

Utah has 28 limited entry bull elk units.  On 26 of the 28 units, hunters are taking bulls 
that are older than the age objective for the unit.  “For example, a hunter can go onto a unit 
expecting to take, say a 5- to 6-year-old bull, and end up taking one that’s one or two years 
older. 

 “We need to increase the number of permits so more bulls can be taken and we can get 
the herds to their age objectives,” Aoude says.  “That’s good news for hunters.  It means we can 
offer more elk hunting permits for this fall’s hunts and still provide quality bulls for hunters to 
take.” 
 
Deer – Biologists manage 
Utah’s limited entry deer 
units so there will be 
plenty of big bucks for 
hunters each fall. 

The Paunsaugunt 
and Henry Mountains 
units are the two premium 
limited entry units in Utah.  
Biologists manage these 
units so at least 35 bucks 
per 100 does are left in the 
herds after the hunts are 
over each fall. 

The rest of Utah’s 
limited entry units are managed so at least 25 bucks per 100 does are still in the herds after the 
fall hunts. 

Only two units in southern Utah aren’t meeting that goal.  On the rest of the state’s units, 
the number of bucks biologists are finding after the hunts is higher than the buck-to-doe ratio 
for each unit.  “We have plenty of bucks on these units.  And that’s great news for hunters.  It 
means more of them can hunt these units this fall,” Aoude says. 
 
Moose – Utah’s moose herds are also doing well.  In many of the herds, there are almost as 
many bulls in the herds as cows.   

     
Permit recommendations 

 



 The following chart shows the number of permits that were available in 2007 and the 
number the DWR is recommending for 2008: 

 
      2007   2008 
 
General season buck deer   95,000  94,000 
Limited entry deer    1,014   1,102 
Limited entry bull elk   2,090   2,447 
Pronghorn antelope   853   945 
Moose     151   184 
Bison      145   172  
Rocky Mountain goat   90   91 
Desert bighorn sheep   39   36 
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep  18   23   

 

Conservation Tip: Check those outdoor faucets!  

The weather is warming; spring is right around the corner! What sort of shape are your outdoor 
faucets in? Now might be the time to check them. Fix leaky faucets by replacing worn washers, 
O-rings, packing and faulty fixtures. Check out the lines on those swamp coolers to ensure they 
survived the winter and replace any broken sections. Inspect hoses that may have been 
forgotten and repair any damage. You'll feel good having these items in working condition 
when you need them and you'll save water as well.  

 
NWRA Calls on Congress to Continue Refuge System Funding Increases 
 
Washington, D.C. – On the eve of the 105th anniversary of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System, the National Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) yesterday thanked Congress for its 
support of FY08 Refuge System funding increases and urged members to renew that 
commitment for FY09 by supporting an $80 million increase in stewardship funding. “Our 
national wildlife refuges represent the best hope for the future of America’s wildlife heritage,” 
said Evan Hirsche, President of the NWRA. “Unless we fund refuges at a level that will allow 
them to fully meet their wildlife conservation mission and public outreach objectives, our 
nation’s wildlife faces a grave future.” 
  
Recent years of stagnant budgets have caused the Refuge System stewardship funding backlog 
to rapidly escalate to more than $3.5 billion. Visitors often show up to find roads and visitor 
centers closed, parking lots and boat launches in disrepair, and habitat restoration projects put 
“on-hold” or eliminated. In FY08, Congress approved $434 million for the Refuge System, 
which helped reverse the tide, but that was just a beginning. The NWRA is joined by refuge 
Friends groups and diverse national partners that make up the Cooperative Alliance for Refuge 
Enhancement (CARE), chaired by the NWRA, in supporting $514 million in Refuge System 



funding for FY09. 
  
Providing adequate stewardship funding of the Refuge System is of vital importance. Even so, 
most refuges are too small in size to achieve their conservation mission and objectives alone. 
The alarming rush to convert rural land to subdivisions and strip malls has caught wildlife 
managers off guard and requires quick action. Accordingly, the NWRA also encouraged 
Congress to approve $55.1 million for the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, including $2 
million to be allocated specifically to conduct strategic habitat conservation around national 
wildlife refuges that engages refuge Friends and other national, regional and local interests to 
identify and implement land and water conservation opportunities beyond refuge boundaries. 
  
“While refuges serve as anchors of conservation, global warming and human encroachment 
around refuges requires we implement cooperative strategies to conserve the landscapes 
surrounding refuges,” continued Hirsche.  
  
To view NWRA’s testimony before the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies, and its full set of recommendations, please visit: 
http://www.refugenet.org/new-pdf-files/FY09Testimony.pdf 
 
 
AMK KEEPS OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS & TRAVELERS CLEAN AND HEALTHY 
WHILE ON THE TRAIL, IN THE FIELD OR ON 
THE WATER WITH ALCOHOL-FREE 
SANITIZER AND WIPES  

 
NEW! Adventure® Hand Sanitizer Spritzer 
Nothing spoils the perfect hunting, hiking, camping 
or canoe trip faster than a stomach virus, cold or 
serious bug.  Recent media reports have documented 
the growing threat of dangerous germs across the 
globe. But germs lurk everywhere. Unfortunately, too 
many travelers and outdoor enthusiasts fail to take the 
necessary precautions by thoroughly and regularly 
washing their hands, a problem that is exacerbated 
when soap and running water aren’t available. 
Thankfully, there’s Adventure Medical Kits’ 
Adventure® Hand Sanitizer, a new alcohol-free 
formula that will eliminate 99.9% of germs on contact. Available in a NEW pocketsize .5 OZ. 
spritz spray bottle that’s ideal for backpacking and hiking, the Sanitizer’s unique application, 
containing the active ingredient Benzalkonium Chloride, dries quickly and leaves your hands 
feeling great. And, unlike most other hand sanitizers, the Adventure® Hand Sanitizer contains 
no alcohol, which means it won’t dry out the skin or sting when applied to cracked or damaged 
skin. AMK’s Adventure® Hands Sanitizer also doubles as a first aid antiseptic.  



 “The Adventure® Hand Sanitizer is a ‘must-pack’ item for camping, backpacking and 

traveling,” said Frank Meyer, AMK’s marketing director. 
 “Have you ever been somewhere,” Meyer added, “without running water, either hiking 

or in the park or any public place, grabbed your ClifBar or sandwich and thought about the 
germs you could be passing from your hands to the food and into your system? When running 
water or soap isn’t an option, you need to reach for the Sanitizer.” 

Each .5 OZ bottle of The Adventure® Hand Sanitizer contains 150 applications. 
MSRP$4.50. The Sanitizer is also available in a 1.7 OZ. Foamer (MSRP$4.99). 
 
NEW Fresh Bath® Travel Wipes 
There are few things as exhilarating as the workout from hoofing it on an all-day hike or 
paddling on a lengthy canoe trip…except maybe a nice warm shower? Of course, enjoying the  

outdoors means leaving behind some of civilization’s more 
cherished amenities, like running water. But it shouldn’t mean 
outdoor enthusiasts need to give up on feeling clean anymore. 

Fresh Bath® Travel Wipes (MSRP$4.50), distributed 
exclusively by Adventure Medical Kits, are rinse-free wipes 
that neutralize the odor and eliminate the bacteria that can 
build up over time, leaving hikers, paddlers and backpackers 
feeling refreshed. Each heavy duty 5” x 8” wipe contains a 
unique formula of Vitamin A and E with Aloe Vera, which 
helps to gently cleanse and moisturize the skin. The wipes are 
also alcohol free, so they won’t dry out the skin. Ideal for 
hiking, backpacking and traveling, Fresh Bath® Travel Wipes 
are also biodegradable, making them completely safe for the 
environment. It’s the next best thing to taking a shower! Also 
available from AMK are larger 8” x “10 Fresh Bath Body 
Wipes (MSRP$4.99), which are ideal for camping. 

 
About Adventure® Medical Kits 
Adventure® Medical Kits, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Tender Corporation Inc., is the world 
leader in innovative first aid and outdoor survival gear that help people enjoy safe outdoor 
adventures. Co-designed with top emergency, outdoor, marine and travel medicine experts, 
AMK’s activity-specific products are specially designed to prevent and treat common injuries 
and ailments that occur during outdoor activities, mountaineering, hunting, sailing, hiking or 
traveling the world. Many of the kits follow AMK’s unique Easy Care™ system, which 
organizes hospital quality supplies into injury specific compartments, allowing the novice or 
pro to quickly and confidently administer first aid. 

 
Additionally, the company markets a wide range of survival products, including its top-

selling Thermo-Lite® Bivvy Sack and Pocket Survival Pak™, and bug repellants and bite 
treatments, such as Ben’s® insect repellent and the world-famous AfterBite®. More recently, 
the company has expanded into the hygiene category, with the release of the Adventure® Hands 



Sanitizer and exclusive distribution into the outdoor retail channel of Fresh Bath™ Wipes , both 
of which help reduce the likelihood people will contract an illness while out in the field. 

For more information, visit www.adventuremedicalkits.com 
 

Central Region Fishing Forecast Larger lakes & reservoirs 

DEER CREEK RESERVOIR: (March 18) Don't ice fish. Ice is in transition now. Please 
remember that the trout limit is four statewide unless otherwise noted in the proclamation. 
Yellow perch limit is 10 but you must keep all perch you catch from January 1 through April 
30. Remember that the bass limit is six, but immediately release all bass over 12 inches long. 
Walleye limit is 10 but only one over 24 inches may be kept. 

JORDANELLE RESERVOIR: (March 18) State Park Ranger reports that anglers are still 
using both sides of the reservoir and reports that they are catching fish. Use ice at your own 
risk. Though bass fishing is very slow during winter, bass limit is six, but immediately release 
all bass over 12 inches long. Perch limit is 50! Please remember not to fillet bass or remove 
heads or tails because of the size restriction (for law enforcement purposes). 

STRAWBERRY RESERVOIR: (March 18) There is still plenty of thick ice reported by 
anglers. In fact, ice is very thick and drilling one hole can be a chore. Anglers report drilling all 
the way to the handle of the auger before breaking through to water. Slush is making ATVs get 
stuck but some snowmobiles are still on the ice. Fishing success is reported as fair to good and 
several large fish were 
reported over the 22-inch 
slot limit. Vehicles can't 
drive on the West side of 
the reservoir beyond the 
turnoff to the Strawberry 
Marina. 

Regulations for the 
reservoir include an 
aggregate limit of four 
trout or kokanee salmon. 
No more than two of 
which may be cutthroat 
trout under 15 inches and 
no more than one may be 
a cutthroat over 22 inches 
long. All cutthroat 
between 15 and 22 inches 
must be immediately 



released (any trout with cutthroat markings is considered a cutthroat). Don't feel compelled to 
harvest fish on every trip. Please do your part to ensure the future of this heavily utilized fishery 
by voluntarily releasing fish! 

UTAH LAKE: (March 18) Mostly ice free! There is no limit on white bass. Remember that 
tributaries to Utah Lake (from I-15 to the lake) are closed to angling March 1 through May 1! 
Largemouth and smallmouth bass limit is six, but immediately release all largemouth and 
smallmouth bass over 12 inches long. For more information on conditions call Utah Lake State 
Park at (801) 375-0731. 

YUBA RESERVOIR: (March 18) about 100 feet of open water along the edges now. 
Complete ice off should occur soon. New regulations on perch began on January 1 which now 
allow anglers to keep 10 perch. However all perch must be kept from January 1 through April 
30. For more info call the State Park at (435) 758-2611.  

Smaller lakes, reservoirs & ponds 

BURRASTON POND: (March 18) Open water. Slow to fair fishing success using traditional 
baits and lures. 

MILL HOLLOW: Drained! No fishing until 2009! 

PAYSON LAKE: 
(March 18) Gate to 
Payson Canyon (Nebo 
Loop) is now locked, 
therefore no access to 
the lakes. 

SALEM POND: 
(March 18) Open 
water. Fair success for 
trout. Slow success 
reported for catfish 
and bass. The park 
closes at 10:00 p.m. 
each night. Remember 
that regulations 
include: limit is four 
fish (Daily bag and 
possession limit is a 
total of four fish in the 
aggregate for all 

species, for example: one trout, two channel catfish and one bluegill. 



 

SALT LAKE COMMUNITY WATERS: (March 18) Light pressure and slow to fair fishing 
success in the open water. Waters will be stocked in April. 

SPANISH OAKS RESERVOIR: (March 18) Gate closed and the City states that it's still 
closed for the season. 

SPRING LAKE: (March 18) Angler Kregg reports some success for larger trout. Catfish 
success is slow 

TIBBLE FORK RESERVOIR: (March 5) Hazardous ice. Ice fishing is not encouraged. 

VERNON, GRANSTVILLE & SETTLEMENT CANYON RESERVOIR: (Tooele Co.) 
(March 5) Some open water now at Granstville and a few nice brown trout have been reported. 
Settlement canyon is covered with ice, but it is hazardous. No report from Vernon Reservoir, 
but expect unsafe ice.  

Rivers & streams 

AMERICAN FORK RIVER: (March 18) Fair fishing success reported by using worms or 
small flies. 

DIAMOND FORK RIVER: (March 18) Light fishing pressure and fair success by using flies, 
worms or lures. Most cutts in the areas above three forks are similar in size (about 10 to 12 
inches). The previously closed area above three forks opened up to angling on January 1. 

HOBBLE CREEK & CATCH BASIN: (March 18) Fair fishing success. Worms are bait of 
choice. Don't ice fish on the catch basin. Ice is unsafe. 

PROVO RIVER: (March 18) Remember that tributaries to Utah Lake (from I-15 to the lake) 
are closed to angling March 1 through May 1! Midge hatches are occurring so keep an eye open 
and match the hatch with a midge imitation. Hares ear, sow bugs, and other small surface flies 
and bottom bouncing nymphs are producing fair to good success. Read the fishing proclamation 
for the different regulations on the river some areas allow bait and others do not. Size 
restrictions and reduced limits ("two brown trout under 15 inches") are in place in some 
stretches. 

THISTLE CREEK: (March 18) Low pressure due to the snow and cold weather. No report 
this week but expect fair success. Snowy conditions so wear waders and stay dry.  

Volunteers Needed 

The Utah Sports Commission is proud to once again partner and support the Salt Lake City 
Marathon. Our commitment to you is to let you know of great upcoming events with volunteer 



opportunities. The following is information about how to volunteer for the 2008 Salt Lake City 
Marathon, Half-marathon, Bike Tour and 5K. 

  
The Salt Lake City Marathon is searching for approximately 1,500 volunteers to participate in 
the April 19, 2008 event and festivities. Volunteers are needed to help with everything from 
passing out packets to racers, offering refreshments and water, providing medical assistance 
and massages to participants at the finish line.  

  
Help is needed at each critical element throughout the race, from the starting line to the finish 
line. And from beginning to end, there are opportunities 
for local residents to be involved. 
  
Opportunities include: 
  

�         Helping with all pre-race setup of the 
starting line, finish line and aid stations 
throughout the course 

�         Ensuring that each race begins promptly and 
safely 

�         Manning aid stations throughout the course to provide hydration to thirsty athletes 
�         Assisting race staff in efforts to post race times, pass out refreshments, and 

coordinate the festival and awards 
�         Transporting race participants and offering wheelchair assistance 
�         Providing post-race massages to athletes 

  
Volunteers will receive a performance t-shirt, refreshments throughout the morning, and a 
rewarding experience. 
  
If local residents are unable to volunteer on race day, additional opportunities are available at 
the Quality of Life Expo, Pasta Party and other festivities on April 17 or 18.  Interested 
participants may contact Andrea Silva at (801) 584-5882 for more information, or register 
online at http://www.saltlakecitymarathon.com  . 
  

This year's Salt Lake City Marathon offers something for everyone with a 26.2 mile marathon, 
13.1 mile half marathon, 5K walk/race, Kids Marathon, Bike Tour, Quality of Life Expo, and 
Pasta Party. There are many ways to take part - no matter if you run, walk, wheel, volunteer or 
cheer - your involvement makes you a winner. 

Utah is known for its dedicated volunteers, and since 2002 has had the highest rate of 
volunteerism among all states, according to the Corporation for National and Community 
Service. The 2002 Winter Olympics are a great example of Utahans' dedication to volunteerism, 



and since the Salt Lake City Marathon's inception in 2004, volunteers from around the state 
have ensured its success. Thank you in advance for help and support. 

Don't move a mussel! 

How you can help stop aquatic hitchhikers 

     They don't look very frightening—not at first, anyway. Individual quagga and zebra mussels 
are tiny, clam-like creatures that are only about as large as your fingernail. 

     In this case, looks are deceiving. These 
mussels reproduce rapidly, forming huge, 
destructive colonies on just about any 
underwater surface. And as small as they are, 
they pose an enormous threat to Utah's 
economy and environment. 
 
An ugly, expensive mess 
     What's so awful about quagga and zebra 
mussels? In other states, they have: 

• Cost billions of dollars to control  
• Jeopardized essential power and water 

infrastructures  
• Destroyed recreation areas and equipment (including boats)  
• Severely damaged ecosystems by displacing native and sport species  

     And now they're on our borders. Quagga mussels have already established large 
populations in Lake Mead. Juvenile quaggas (called veligers) have been found in our own 
Lake Powell. 

YOGA and Climbing At Joshua Tree 
 
Join Deep Yoga and Climb in Joshua Tree, Friday evening, April 11 – Sunday afternoon, April 
13, 2008.  

San Diego CA, (March 18th, 2008)- Spring is here and it is time for rejuvenation! Join Bhava 
& Laura Plumb for a special retreat of yoga, rock climbing, hiking, nature, meditation and star-

gazing in sacred Joshua Tree National Monument outside of Palm Springs. Meet two world-
class editorial journalist turned Yoga and Aruvedic practitioners for an unforgettable weekend 
in Joshua Tree. A portion of proceeds will go to support Outdoor Outreach organization in San 
Diego. 
 
Bhava and Laura conduct retreats, trainings and workshops in Yoga and Ayurveda.  They have 
teamed with master rock climber Chris Rutgers of Outdoor Outreach* for this remarkable 
event. The balance, strength, flexibility and focus essential for rock climbing are key 



components of the practice of Yoga.  There is a natural synergy between the two, being fused 
together at a unique retreat celebration called Yoga Rocks! This Retreat will also include 
contemplation, meditation and time for silent communion with nature.  You will stay in a 400-
acre desert retreat center designed by the son of Frank Lloyd Wright, and enjoy delicious 
vegetarian meals. 
  
Cost includes all meals, shared occupancy lodging and climbing: $475, after February 15, 
2008 
Please call us now and reserve your space early for this special event. No rock climbing 
experience necessary! The retreat is designed for newcomers and advanced practitioners of 
Yoga and rock-climbing alike. brad@ginsengsandiego.com    619.338.YOGA 
 
Bhava & Laura are co-founders of 
Deep Yoga in Southern California. 
Deep Yoga is a practice that 
integrates the more powerful 
practices of Yoga into a synergistic 
system for stress reduction, self-
healing and inner awareness. Both 
Bhava and Laura come from global 
backgrounds, practice Ayurveda, as 
well as Yoga, and conduct retreats 
and trainings.  This is an 
opportunity to experience the very 
essence of Yoga while celebrating 
life and having a blast on the rocks. 
Bhava is author of Deep Yoga: 
Ancient Wisdom for Modern 
Times and Laura has recently 
released “Sophia Yoga”, a DVD with morning, evening and restorative Yoga practices.  
 
What is Deep Yoga? 
Ancient Wisdom for Modern Times 
We all possess a miraculous inner power to heal ourselves, experience who we truly are, 
manifest our greatest aspirations, and live as liberated beings in peace and harmony with the 
Divine. This is the essence of Deep Yoga.  
 
 Deep Yoga is devoted to holding true to the ancient texts of Vedic wisdom and, through the 
sacred “sister sciences” of Yoga and Ayurveda, unfolding its profound relevance for our 
modern lives. 
  
Deep Yoga, a registered teaching school with the Yoga Alliance, is home-based at Ginseng 
Yoga Studio of San Diego (see Deep yoga/Ginseng link).  We guide clients, students and 
teachers in private therapy sessions, classes, workshops, seminars and retreats designed to take 



the essence of Yoga “off our mats” and fully into our lives.  
 
*Dedicated to empowering poor and at-risk kids, a portion of all proceeds from this retreat will 
go to support Chris’ exceptional charity. 
 
Outdoor Outreach links youth in major “at risk environments” and introduces them to 
enriching outdoor experiences. The program is long term to allow the youth to build their own 
sense of self-esteem and success, ensuring true growth and lifestyle opportunities. 
www.outdooroutreach.org   
 
 Park City Mountain Resort Celebrates Easter on Sunday, March 23 
 
What: Celebrate Easter Sunday with Park City Mountain Resort and the Easter Bunny! Enjoy 
an on-mountain Easter egg hunt featuring great prizes, a little kid’s Easter egg hunt in the Kids’ 
Corral and free hot beverages for adults.  
 
When: Sunday, March 23 
 
8:45 a.m. Complimentary coffee and hot chocolate provided for the parents/guardians of the 
“egg” hunters (Located at entrance into Kids Signature 3 Corral from walkway near Eating 
Establishment Express) 

 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m. Easter Bunny arrives at Kids’ Corral to give out treats 

 
9:00 a.m. (Sharp!) Little kid’s Easter egg hunt in the Kids’ Corral (Ages 6 and under) 

 
9:00 a.m. Lifts open for the all mountain/all ages hunt (prizes redeemable at the Information 
Desk)  
 
 
Where: Park City Mountain Resort – Park City, Utah 
 
Kids’ Corral, First Time Run and All Mountain 

 
Price area poaching continues 

PRICE — During this particularly difficult winter, wildlife have been stalked by both starvation 
and the poacher's gun. In the Price area, senseless killing of deer continues, as they huddle 
together on snowbound winter ranges, trying to survive freezing temperatures and belly-deep 
snow. 

The Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) just received a report, coming from gas workers in 
the Coal Creek area northeast of Price. Two does and a buck were found shot to death near a 



well. The carcasses had been left to waste. The killing presumably occurred in mid-February. 
DWR officers found evidence at the scene and are currently pursuing leads. 

In another case, conservation officers are also seeking information about the senseless killing of 
a fawn deer in the Wattis area, less than 10 miles south of Price. This deer was shot sometime 
during the last week of February and was likewise left to waste. 

Wanton slaughter of deer, when they are the 
most vulnerable, contributes to the decimation 
of local deer herds. Wildlife belongs to us all, 
and we are the guardians of this resource and 
heritage. Please join us in stopping the reckless 
waste of animal life. If you have any 
information about the above-mentioned 
shootings, please contact Sgt. Stacey Jones at 
435-820-6445 or 1-800-662-DEER. A $1,000 
reward is being offered for the arrest and 
conviction of the person(s) responsible. The 
caller's identity and all other information 

received will be held in the strictest confidentiality. 

USGS to Offer $3.4 Million in Earthquake Research Grants —Online-Only Applications 
Due May 15, 2008— 

RESTON, Va. — The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) will award up to $3.4 million in grants 
and cooperative agreements for earthquake research in 2009.  

Interested researchers can apply online at www.grants.gov under the funding opportunity 
number 09HQPA0001. Applications are due May 15, 2008, in an electronic-only format. Paper 
applications will not be accepted.  

“We encourage applicants to focus their proposals on earthquake physics and effects and 
geographical areas in the United States that are most at risk from earthquakes,” said Elizabeth 
Lemersal, external research support manager for the USGS Earthquake Hazards Program.  

Last year, the USGS awarded 92 research grants to universities, state geological surveys and 
private institutions. Key projects include cataloging earthquakes in Southern California to better 
prepare emergency responders, the public and the media about earthquakes; providing seismic 
hazard estimates so communities and critical institutions can engineer their buildings and roads 
to be structurally sound; and providing data on ground shaking to help minimize damage.  

For a complete list of funded projects and reports, visit 
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/research/external/.  



The USGS provides science for a changing world. For more information, visit www.usgs.gov. 
Subscribe to receive the latest USGS news releases at 
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/list_server.asp.  

FoxFury colored LEDs for Fishing and Hunting 
 
FoxFury presents the new Command 20 Tac-Water for Fishing and Hunting applications.  
 
This panoramic headlamp has a 3-2 aspect ratio (15x45°), permitting visibility for up-close 
and distance viewing and allowing peripheral vision for a user.  
  
With the ability to choose between Blue or White wavelengths, the user is able to adjust to a 
specific environment. The special Blue wavelength is selected to trace blood and other 
substances. White light is available for both visibility and safety.  Tap switch permits ease of 
interchanging between colors.   
 

  
Up/Down adjustability, slim and ergonomic, the 
Command is able to fit comfortably on user’s 
head, hat or 99% of all helmets. It utilizes four 
(4) AA batteries to optimize the maximum use 
of battery life.  
 
Waterproof and Impact Resistant, the Command 
20 Tac-Water is cost efficient selling at MSRP 
$89.99. 

http://www.foxfury.com/products/command/tac-water_20.htm 
 

Fishing Forecast for the Northeastern Region 

Warning: Whirling disease was found in the Northeastern Regional area, please make sure to 
clean, dry and sterilize waders, live wells and other fishing gear before venturing to another 
water. Also do not clean fish or dump fish parts taken from one water into another lake or 
stream as this could also move whirling disease organisms. 

Note: Still good ice thickness on most lakes and reservoirs; however, recent warm weather has 
started to cause ice and snow to melt. These waters are also being filled by the runoff so ice 
along the edges will be much newer and may not be thick enough to walk on. Check ice 
conditions carefully before venturing out. 

BIG SAND WASH RESERVOIR: Anglers report fair ice fishing for rainbows near the 
dam/boat ramp. Check ice condition carefully before venturing out, especially the edges as it 
may be filling. 



BULLOCK / COTTONWOOD RESERVOIRS: No new reports. Both reservoirs have ice 
but check conditions carefully before venturing out. Reservoirs are located approximately five 
miles north of the town of Gusher. 

BROUGH RESERVOIR: No new reports. Reservoir has ice. Check ice condition carefully 
before venturing out, especially the edges as it may be filling. To get to Brough, take State 
Route 88 south from US Route 40 (Ouray Road). Turn west at the second dirt road past the high 
power lines, it should be signed. Follow this road approximately two miles following the signs. 
Road can be quite rutted. 

 

BROWNIE / SPIRIT LAKE: Last reports were of good fishing on both Lakes. Check ice 
condition carefully before venturing out. Roads closed, accessible by skis or snowmobile. 
Warning: Whirling disease was found in this area, please make sure to clean, dry and sterilize 
waders, live wells and other fishing gear before venturing to another water. Also do not clean 
fish or dump fish parts taken from one water into another lake or stream, as this will also move 
whirling disease. 

CALDER / CROUSE RESERVOIRS: Anglers recently reported fair to good ice fishing. No 
road access, anglers are using snowmobiles from the Jones Hole Road. Snow is beginning to 



melt so be aware of the mud. Calder regulations include: flies and lures only, no baits; all fish 
under 22 inches must be released immediately; bag limit is one fish over 22 inches. 

CURRANT CREEK RESERVOIR: Lake has ice, still getting a few reports of good fishing. 
Anglers are going in from the dam and have fished in several different depths with good 
success for trout. Check ice edge thickness carefully before venturing out. Area received more 
snow last week. The road was kept open to the dam. 

EAST PARK / OAKS PARK: No new reports, access by skis or snowmobile. Reservoirs have 
ice. Check ice edge condition carefully before venturing out as reservoirs are likely being filled. 

FLAMING GORGE: Launching boats is possible at Cedar Springs and Mustang ramps. The 
canyon up reservoir is frozen a few hundred yards past Cedar Springs. All other boat ramps are 
frozen. Ice is mostly fishable from Sheep Creek north. Ice in Linwood, Antelope, and Sheep 
Creek but check conditions carefully since pressure ridges have formed on many areas of the 
reservoir. Ice was 16+ inches thick approximately 400 yards off of the Antelope ramp a few 
days ago. Ice is slushy during warm afternoons but edges still are solid. 

 

Lake Trout Fishing: Good fishing for 16- to 24-inch lake trout on most areas of the reservoir 
north of the pipeline. Smaller lake trout will be concentrated in the northern end of the 



reservoir. Try areas like the Confluence, Buckboard, Marsh Creek, Current Creek, Anvil Draw, 
Skunk cliffs and any other locations in 30 to 70 feet of water near the old river channel. Try 
tube jigs in white, chartreuse, glow or brown tipped with a small chunk of sucker or chub meat. 

Airplane jigs and jigging spoons also work. Fishing is usually best early in the morning or later 
in the afternoon. Use no stretch line to feel strikes and set the hook better. A graph can help see 
suspended fish, then put your jig in their face. 

Unlike their larger relatives, the smaller lake trout are excellent table fair with orange flesh and 
taste as good or better than a rainbow when cooked up on the grill. There's an overabundance of 
lake trout under 28 inches in the Gorge so do your part to help the fishery and keep a limit of 
eight fish. Larger lake trout ice fishing should be good from Big Bend south to Anvil Swim 
Beach. Use larger tube jigs and jigging spoons on the ice. Remember, only one fish over 28 
inches may be kept. Big lake trout eat big food so lures and jigs can be big also. 

Kokanee Fishing: Kokanee fishing slow. If you can find schools of fish, try vertical jigging 
with buzzbombs or jigging spoons. Tipping with a mealworm or fish egg may help. 

Rainbow Fishing: Anglers checked indicates good fishing for rainbows on most of the 
reservoir. Ice fishing for rainbows in Utah and Wyoming was good if you can usually find fish. 
Jigs, spoons and other typical rainbow gear work well. Look for suspended fish on your graph 



at 10 to 30 feet. Drop your lure in front of them to entice a strike. Most colors of spoons and 
minnow lures will work but go with lures in the one to two inch size. 

Burbot (Ling) Fishing: Burbot fishing has not slowed! Getting reports of burbot being caught in 
Firehole, Lost Dog, Sage Creek, Confluence, Buckboard, Holmes Crossing, Anvil Draw, Skunk 
Cliffs and Marsh Creek areas. Still good catch rates for burbot from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Some fish 
are being caught during the day in the backs of bays. Locate flats and points near the old river 
channel. 

Try fishing with jigs late in the afternoon, early morning or at night on points coming into 
reservoir. Use glow tube or curly tail jigs two to three inches in size about 1/8 to 1/4 ounce in 
weight. Jigging spoons and jigging rapalas also work well. Tipping with sucker or crayfish 
meat will help catch fish. Use of smelly jelly or similar scents in crayfish seem to help. These 
fish are in depths from 20 to 70 feet but seem to be caught most recently in 40 to 60 feet mostly 
in the Wyoming end of the reservoir. Some reports of fast catch rates. 

If fishing in Utah, try rocky points on Antelope Flat, Linwood Bay or Sheep Creek. November 
netting in the area north of Buckboard has shown a large increase in the number of burbot 
present. Larger fish are 30 inches and up to four or five pounds. Burbot activity increases under 
the ice as these fish spawn in winter. These fish must be harvested if caught in Utah to help 
control their population as they were illegally introduced to the upper Green River drainage and 
could have a major impact on other fish species. 

There is no limit on burbot but you cannot waste the burbot in the Wyoming end of the 
reservoir and they can be released there. However, please don't release any of these fish as they 
have been eating large amounts of crayfish and are also consuming kokanee salmon, 
smallmouth bass and other critical food sources for other fish species. They could have an 
extreme impact on the reservoir fishery and should be removed by fishermen.  

Burbot are an excellent eating fish with white, flaky flesh that is similar to a perch. They can be 
breaded and fried or boiled and dipped in melted butter. You can use six lines on the ice in 
Wyoming so take advantage of tip-ups and harvest some burbot. By law, be sure you have your 
name on your tip-ups and tend only your lines if you are fishing in a group. 

Smallmouth Bass Fishing: Smallmouth fishing is slow as smallmouth tend not to bite well at 
temps near or below 50 degrees. Use twist tail grubs on lead head jigs or small plastic worms, 
sinkos, twitch and crankbaits in about five to 30 feet of water off rocky shorelines and points. 
Crayfish imitation colors will work the best. Drop shot techniques will also work. 

GREEN RIVER: (upper) The flows on the river are currently 800 cfs. Due to low inflows into 
the reservoir in 2007, flows should remain steady at 800 cfs throughout the winter to conserve 
water. Visit the Bureau of Reclamation Web site for the latest information on flows. 

Fishing on the river slows a bit during the winter as water temps are low. Dry fly fishing is 
typically slow during the winter. Nymphing action was good. Watch for hatches to occur 



starting in April. Please remember the slot limit size range has changed from 13 to 20 inches to 
15 to 22 inches to make regulations more consistent statewide. 

Nymphing with glo-bugs and San Juan worms with smaller nymphs trailering was the 
workhorse. Small midge patterns work some days. Streamers are working well and have been 
extremely good some days. Size 2-4 buggers such as Goldilox and patterns in olive, pink and 
white. 

Spin fishermen should try small rapalas (floating, countdown and husky jerk); small spinners; 
black, brown or olive marabou jigs; and small jigs. Please check to see that your tube jigs 
contain no fish attracting scents as they are illegal to use in the river. 

New Zealand Mudsnail densities have dramatically increased in several localized areas near 
Little Hole, and have been documented in most areas of the river. Please thoroughly clean mud 
and vegetation from waders, boats and fishing gear; and if possible, completely dry equipment 
before leaving the area. A hot water bath (120° F) will kill mudsnails, and spraying equipment 
with 409 or a similar soap solution before drying will increase effectiveness. 

GREEN RIVER: (lower) Water level is low and the river is frozen, much more so than normal 
but as the currents move and undercut the ice - it is unsafe. 



MATT WARNER RESERVOIR: A few anglers have reported good to excellent trout fishing. 
They have been accessing the reservoir using snowmobiles as the roads are impassible due to 
deep snow and large drifts. 

  

MOON LAKE: No new reports. Should good fishing as observed at lakes at similar elevations. 
Check the edges carefully as the water level should be rising. 

PELICAN LAKE: Ice is melting and the lake is filling making it unsafe. 

RED FLEET RESERVOIR: Reservoir still has good ice and we've gotten several reports of 
good fishing for rainbows with a few browns being taken. Watch the edges as the reservoir is 
filling. 

STARVATION RESERVOIR: Reservoir is still iced over and some ice fishing activity was 
noted but few reports on success rates. Starvation Perch Search: on Thursday January 31, 
biologists, park personnel and anglers saturated the ice in an attempt to locate the yellow perch. 
This excellent summer fishery seems to disappear under the ice so we tried to find out where 
they go. A few fish were located in several areas including Saleratus Wash, under the bridge 
and in Indian Bay in 20 to 45 feet of water. Another expedition did not find fish in Rabbit 
Gulch but two more recent angler groups reported finding yellow perch in Rabbit Gulch and off 
Rabbit Point in 45 to 65 feet of water. Check ice conditions carefully as the ice along the edges 
will be thinner due to water filling the reservoir also expect thinner ice in the deeper areas near 
the inlet or along the main channel. 

STEINAKER RESERVOIR: Reservoir still had good ice over the weekend and we've been 
getting numerous reports on the good fishing for rainbows and a few nice browns. Anglers 
should check ice conditions carefully before going out. Reservoir is being filled which will 
make the ice edge thinner and some area froze almost a month before other areas. 

UINTA MOUNTAIN LAKES AND STREAMS: No new reports. Lakes and streams have ice 
but check it carefully before venturing out. Area has received several snowstorms. Ice fishing 
on high elevation lakes and reservoirs is also almost always good. Fishing success on mountain 
lakes and streams can be spotty so if one isn't producing try moving to another. With over 400 
managed fisheries on the South Slope alone, it's easy to find a new place to fish. Always go 
prepared for serious weather, as the Uinta Mountains are well known for frequent unexpected 
storms and high winds. Note: The Uinta Mountains have a four-trout limit with a bonus of four 
more brook trout — see proclamation for details. 

Lake Powell Fish Report 
 
By: Wayne Gustaveson        March 19, 2008  
Lake Elevation: 3588   Water Temperature: 49-52 F 
 



 

Lake Powell is still cold.  That is good, considering the past few years when March winds have 
blown away the snow pack and greatly reduced expected runoff.  There have even been March 
snow storms that have increased the snow pack to an average of 118% in the Colorado River 
drainage.  It looks very promising for significant runoff and a subsequent rise in lake level of 40 
feet or more. Lake elevation is creeping up steadily now rising about a half inch per day.  
 
That news continues to be good for boating access.  Primitive launching at the old Hite Marina 
location will commence as soon as the lake level exceeds 3606 sometime in May. The Castle 
Rock cut on the south end will be flooded in June regardless of the success of the planned 
deepening project during April 2008. 
 
The bad news?  Fishing is still waiting for a bit of warming before really taking off. There has 
been some spotty success on warm afternoons for bass and stripers but it will get a lot better as 
soon as the daily air temperatures consistently exceed 70 degrees.  That happens soon as day 
length exceeds darkness on the first day of Spring.  The magic water temperature to key on is 
57 F.  When that happens fishing really takes off.   
 
For the present – Patience is required.  Fishing is not good all day long. There are some short 
daily feeding periods when fish become active.  There are also times when fish can be seen on 



the graph but they are not interested in feeding.   
 
Stripers are caught sporadically at Glen Canyon Dam and other canyons on the south end of the 
lake, close to the current as water is drawn through the dam. Schools can also be found in the 
backs of most canyons lakewide where remnant shad populations still exist. 
 
Bass are dormant most of the day with short activity periods.  Largemouth will be near brush 
and smallmouth will be on rocky structure. Find the warmest water possible to interdict active 
bass coming close to the surface to feel the warmer water.  
 
The current weather forecast is for warmer days free of wind.  That can change fishing 
prospects in a hurry. Best Spring fishing is always found after 3 days of warm calm weather. It 
continues to be good until the next storm front blows through with a drop in water temperature.  
 
Earth Day Art Contest at the Ogden Nature Center 
 
Calling all kids who love nature: Get out your art supplies and thinking caps! 
  
Children in kindergarten through the fifth grade are invited to combine their artistic talents with 
their love for the earth by entering the Ogden Nature Center¹s annual Earth Day Art Poster 
Contest.  This year¹s theme is ³Be A Planet Protector.² All entries will be exhibited in the LS 
Peery Education Center at the Ogden Nature Center starting on Earth Day, April 19, 
through May 30, 2008. 
  
**Special note for teachers:  If your entire class enters artwork in the Ogden Nature Center¹s 
Earth Day Art Poster Contest, your class will be entered in a drawing to receive one of three 
FREE wildlife presentations - at your school, in your classroom! 
  
Guidelines: 
? Entries must be 9² x 12² with the theme  ³Be A Planet Protector.² 
? Please do not glue anything onto your project. 
? On the back, please include your name (first and last), school, grade (k-5), teacher, home 
phone number and project title. 
? Entries must be received at the Ogden Nature Center, 966 W. 12th Street, Ogden, UT 84404 
no later than 4:00 p.m. Saturday, April 12, 2008. 
? Late entries may not be judged. 
? There is no fee to enter. 
 
Entries will not be returned but may be picked up June 2 through June 16. After June 16 contest 
entries will become property of the Ogden Nature Center.  Prizes will be awarded to three 
winners in each grade, with one grand prize winner per grade.  The winners will be invited to 
an awards program on Earth Day, April 19, at 11 a.m. 
 
This contest is sponsored by the Ogden Nature Center, Ogden City Arts/Ogden 



City Corporation, and ATK.  For more information visit www.ogdennaturecenter.org or call 
621-7595. 
 
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS FOR APRIL -- 
 
The following community programs are being offered to the public at the Ogden Nature Center 
in April.  To register for classes, please call 621-7595.  The Ogden Nature Center is located at 
966 W. 12th Street, Ogden. For more information visit www.ogdennaturecenter.org or call 621-
7595. 
 
Watersheds 101 Tuesday,  April 1 / 6-7 pm 
Ages: Adults 
Cost: $1 members / $3 non-members 
Join Prescott College student Robyn Knight as she discusses watersheds, what they are, how 
they work, and why we should care. Call to pre-register by Monday, March 31. 
 
Colored Pencil Drawing Fridays, April 4, 11, 18 & 25 / 5:30-7:30 pm 
Ages: Adults 
Members $12 per class / $40 for 4 weeks 
Non-members $15 per class / $50 for 4 weeks 
Back by popular demand!  Come enjoy this four week course and discover how to draw nature 
in colored pencil.  Each class builds upon skills learned in the previous class, but attendance at 
all four is not mandatory.  A supply list will be provided upon registration. Instructor: Niki 
LeClair 
 
Baby Bird Basics Saturday, April 5 / 1 - 2:30 pm 
Ages: 12 and older 
FREE / donations accepted 
This class is required for new volunteers wanting to volunteer in song bird rehabilitation.  Led 
by ONC Wildlife Specialist, DaLyn Erickson. Pre-register by April 4. 
 
Nestlings, Fledglings, & Birds...Oh My! Saturday,  April 26 / 11 am-12 noon 
Ages: 6 to adult (great for families!) 
Cost:  $5 members / $6 non-members 
General introduction to birds in the backyard, nesting habits, and accident prevention.  
Instructors:  DaLyn Erickson and Teresa Anderson. Pre-register by Friday, April 25. 
 
Bookworms Book Club Tuesday, April 29 / 5:30 pm 
Cost:  FREE members / $3 non-members 
Join our discussion on Arnie the Darling Starling by Margarete Corbo. Refreshments provided. 
 
News from the Utah Museum of Natural History 
 
The minutes for the March Great Basin Chapter Meeting are attached.  We are sending them 



out early to include announcements for a couple of upcoming events.   
 
First, the UMNH Paleontology Curator/Geology Department job candidates will be giving 
seminar talks over the next few weeks.  Details are listed at the end of this email and in the 
attached minutes.   
 
Also, the upcoming Paleontology Preparation Lab Classes at UMNH are already full.  
However, Mike and Eric will also hold a class for volunteers at Eccles Dinosaur Park in Ogden. 
These will be two all-day Saturday sessions on March 29th and April 5th and there may still be 
a few openings, but you need to reserve a spot by the end of this week.  If you interested let me 
know ASAP and I will put you in touch with Riley or Marilyn at the Dinosaur Park for 
details.     
 

  
NOVA is excited to partner with organizations which share our passion for scientific discovery 
as we spread the word about upcoming shows. This Tuesday, March 25, we invite you to join 
us for "Bone Diggers," a journey to the stark Australian outback in search of the elusive bones 
of one of the world's most bizarre prehistoric creatures--a giant predatory marsupial called 
Thylacoleo. Some of Australia's leading paleontologists endure extreme weather, treacherous 
drops into a deep cavern, and the threat of fossil poachers as they launch a daring expedition to 
find the rare megabeast.  "Bone Diggers" will air Tuesday, March 25 at 8:00 pm on most PBS 
stations. Please check your local listings to confirm when it will be broadcast near you: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/schedule-local.html  
 
You can learn more about Thylacoleo at the NOVA Web site, where you'll find an interactive 
guide to Australia's vanished Ice Age beasts, an interview with extinction expert Gifford Miller 
(University of Colorado, Boulder), and more: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/bonediggers  
Thank you, and enjoy the show! 
Best wishes, NOVA 
 
Finally, our last regular Great Basin Chapter Meeting until next fall will be on Thursday, April 
10th.  In May, the Great Basin Chapter is hosting the 2008 Utah Friends of Paleontology 
Annual Meeting, on May 2-4, 2008, so we will not have a May chapter meeting the next week.  



If you have not already registered for the annual meeting, the registration form can be found on 
the website at www.utahpaleo.org/ 
 
Invitation to Seminar Talks from UMNH Vertebrate Paleontology Curator/Asst. Professor of 
Geology & Geophysics Candidates, University of Utah. 
 
The five candidates that are interviewing for this position at the University of Utah will be 
presenting seminars at UMNH and in the U of U Geology & Geophysics Department. 
Volunteers and other interested parties are invited to attend. 
 
Utah Museum of Natural History talks:  
Noon - 1:00 PM, Room 319 at the museum  
Jerry Harris: Monday, March 24 
Larisa Grawe DeSantis: Monday, March 31  

 
Lindsay Zanno: Wednesday, April 2 
Randall Irmis: Monday, April 7 
Jonathan Geisler: Thursday, April 10   
Geology & Geophysics Department talks:  
12:00 - 1:00 PM, INSCC Auditorium (Room 110)  
 
Jerry Harris: Tuesday, March 25 
Larisa Grawe DeSantis: Tuesday, April 1 
Lindsay Zanno: Thursday, April 3 
Randall Irmis: Tuesday April 8 
Jonathan Geisler: Friday, April 11 
 
DON’T GO BROKE ON YOUR SPRING BREAK TRIP 
 Tips for Cheaper Travel from AAA Keep Vacations Affordable  

 
SALT LAKE CITY, March 20, 2008 – The cost of travel is up this year, but you don’t need to 
spend your last penny to get away for spring break or a summer vacation. AAA Travel offers 
tips to stretch your dollar farther on your next getaway. 

 
“Don’t let the highest listed rates for travel and accommodations scare you away from 

planning a vacation. There are dozens of ways to make a spring or summer trip more 
affordable,” said Rolayne Fairclough, spokesperson for AAA Travel. “One is to be sure to take 
advantage of any and all discounts you might be eligible for. For instance, AAA members save 
an average of $98 each year on lodging, restaurants and retail services nationwide.” 

 
AAA Tips for Saving Money on a Vacation:  
 

• If you’re flying, be flexible on travel dates and times, even destinations. Considering 
alternate days, non-peak times and layovers can help make flights less expensive. If 



you’re worried about plans changing, choose an airline with a more lenient policy on 
changes and cancellations. 

• Book accommodations far in advance to ensure availability, selection and to guarantee 
the best rate. Although common belief is that rates drop as the date approaches, in fact 
they usually rise. 

• Find lodging in outlying areas, away from city centers, tourist and business destinations.   

• Always call to book lodging, even if it’s from the parking lot. Call-in rates are almost 
always cheaper. Ask several times if the rate offered is the cheapest, and whether you 
might be eligible for any other discounts. Hotel rates are more negotiable than most 
people think. 

• Consider renting an apartment instead of booking a hotel. Rates are competitive, and the 
opportunity to cook your own meals can save money as well as hassle if you’re traveling 
with children. 

• An all-inclusive resort can make it easier to budget. Lodging, food, taxes and tips 
become a known quantity that can be paid in advance. 

• Car rental can sometimes be a more cost-effective travel solution than flying for mid-
range distances as well as airport transfers. Also consider public transit for as many legs 
of the journey as possible. 

• If driving to a hotel, parking rates are often much cheaper at nearby lots than at the hotel. 

• If you need laundry cleaned, do it yourself at a laundromat rather than using the hotel’s 
service. 

• Cut food costs by packing your own snacks and meals whenever possible. Also, eat the 
largest meal at lunch to take advantage of lower menu prices. 

• For international travel, prepay as many items in advance as possible to avoid 
unfavorable exchange rates and steep fees and charges. 

 
AAA Gas Saving Tips for Vacation Travelers: 
 

• Use your most fuel efficient vehicle for your trip whenever possible. 

• Before traveling, have your car checked out by a qualified mechanic to help avoid 
inefficient fuel use and possible breakdowns. Keep tires properly inflated for better fuel 
efficiency. 

• Drive gently and maintain a steady, moderate speed. Excessive braking and accelerating 
reduces fuel economy, as does exceeding the highway speed limits. 

• Use the air conditioner only when really needed. 

• Avoid extra weight by taking only what you need. 

• Plan routes so you can travel at constant speeds and bypass congested areas. 

• Don’t waste time and gas getting lost. Get point-to-point directions, including real-time 
traffic information with AAA Directions, available to the public at www.aaamaps.com.  

• Shop around for the lowest fuel prices wherever you go. Visit www.aaa.com/gasprices 
for more gas-saving tips and information on where to find the cheapest gas in your area.  

 
AAA Member Discounts and Services: 



 

• Special savings are available for AAA members on lodging, rental cars, restaurants and 
attractions. Even if AAA discounts aren’t advertised prominently, it never hurts to ask. 
Some travel-related discounts include better rates at dozens of hotel brands, Hertz Car 
Rentals, Amtrak, RV rentals, Disney, Great American and other theme parks, and 
hundreds of restaurants nationwide. Visit www.aaa.com/save to see details and find even 
more savings. 

• A recent study of online hotel booking providers found that AAA Travel consistently 
offers the best rates. Visit www.aaa.com/travel to book all the details of your vacation 
including hotel, rental car, flight, and to check for last minute deals.  

• The AAA TripTik® travel planner allows travelers to research lodging and dining, 
destinations and attractions along the intended routes. 

• AAA TourBook® guides, free to members at AAA offices, provide important information 
such as where children stay for free and where to find other family-friendly amenities 
such as swimming pools, in-room movies, DVD players, playgrounds and products that 
make travel more fun for children.  

• AAA provides free maps and sells numerous games, activity books, and other children’s 
travel items at many office locations. 

• AAA Mobile offers detailed maps, voice-guided GPS navigation, and AAA TourBook 
information on your cell phone for $9.99 per month. Go to www.aaa.com/mobile for 
details. For Sprint users, a road trip is the perfect time to take it for a spin for free with a 
14-day test drive. 

 
AAA Travel is the nation’s largest travel organization. AAA Travel offers trips, cruises, 

tours and vacation packages throughout the world. Call (888) 937-5523 for more information or 
visit us at your local AAA Travel office or online at www.aaa.com/travel. 

 
 

BLM Offers Additional Time for Comment on Oil Shale Study 
 
The Bureau of Land Management announced today that it will accept public comment on the 
Oil Shale-Tar Sands Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for an 
additional 30 days. 
 
The agency received several requests for additional time for public comment on the document, 
which it began developing more than two years ago to meet requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  The 90-day public 
comment period that BLM planning regulations require for environmental impact statements 
closes today, March 20, 2008. 
 
Local governments including the Cities of Rifle, Colo., and Grand Junction, Colo., the Town of 
Silt, Colo., and Eagle and Pitkin Counties as well as others wrote to request additional time to 
comment on the proposed allocation of BLM-managed lands for future oil shale or tar sands 
leasing. 



 
“Offering an additional 30 days for interested citizens to comment is another in a series of 
actions we feel are important in working with States and local communities on developing 
federal oil shale resources while also meeting the direction Congress has provided,” said BLM 
Director James Caswell, “This includes revisions made last August to the PEIS work schedule 
and the document itself, which we made in response to comments from federal, state and local 
governments.” 
 
In the Energy Policy Act of 2005, enacted in August of that year, Congress directed completion 
of an oil shale-tar sand PEIS “not later than 18 months after enactment.” 
 
“While recognizing this unusually specific timetable, the Department of the Interior and the 
BLM also remain committed to working closely with the States and local governments to 
achieve a proper balance in land use allocation and environmental protection,” Caswell said.  
“The States of Utah, Colorado and Wyoming, along with a number of local governments have 
been working with us from the beginning as cooperating agencies to draft the PEIS.  We look 
forward to continuing this relationship as we plan for responsible oil shale development and to 
further input from the public as well.” 
 
Fourteen federal, state and local government agencies – including the States of Colorado, Utah, 
and Wyoming, and the City of Rifle, Colorado – have cooperating agency status in preparing 
the PEIS.  Under Department of the Interior regulations, cooperating agencies participate in 
drafting NEPA documents and developing the alternatives presented for public comment. 
Prior to publication of the Draft PEIS, the BLM gave cooperating agencies an additional three 
weeks to review the document and begin preparing comments.  Last August, the BLM 
substantially revised a preliminary draft of the oil shale-tar sands PEIS on the basis of input 
from cooperating agencies. 
 
There is no existing program for leasing federal oil shale resources, which are estimated at 
more than 50 times the country’s proven conventional oil reserves and nearly five times the 
proven reserves of Saudi Arabia.  Once finalized, the PEIS will guide future management of 
public lands containing oil shale and tar sands resources by identifying the BLM-managed 
lands for which the agency will consider oil shale lease applications.  The PEIS will not 
authorize any leasing or commercial development of oil shale or tar sands projects.  For lands 
that would be allocated (determined to be suitable) for oil shale development, the PEIS 
identifies constraints under which leasing would be allowed and that would end up as 
stipulations to leases. 
 
Additional, site-specific NEPA analysis of lease applications and proposed plans of 
development will be required at the time individual proposals for allocated lands are submitted.  
These analyses will be completed with full public involvement, Caswell noted. 

 
USGS to Offer $3.4 Million in Earthquake Research Grants  
—Online-Only Applications Due May 15, 2008— 



RESTON, Va. — The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) will award up to $3.4 million in grants 
and cooperative agreements for earthquake research in 2009.  

Interested researchers can apply online at www.grants.gov under the funding opportunity 
number 09HQPA0001. Applications are due May 15, 2008, in an electronic-only format. Paper 

applications will not be accepted.  

“We encourage applicants to focus their proposals on earthquake physics 
and effects and geographical areas in 
the United States that are most at risk 

from earthquakes,” said Elizabeth Lemersal, external 
research support manager for the USGS Earthquake 
Hazards Program.  

Last year, the USGS awarded 92 research grants to 
universities, state geological surveys and private 
institutions. Key projects include cataloging earthquakes in Southern California to better 
prepare emergency responders, the public and the media about earthquakes; providing seismic 
hazard estimates so communities and critical institutions can engineer their buildings and roads 
to be structurally sound; and providing data on ground shaking to help minimize damage.  

For a complete list of funded projects and reports, visit 
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/research/external/ .  

The USGS provides science for a changing world. For more information, visit www.usgs.gov.  

Gorgoza Park Extends its Closing Date until Sunday, April 6 
 
What: Gorgoza Park, a tubing park operated by Park City Mountain Resort, will remain open 
for the season until Sunday, April 6. The original scheduled closing day was   

Sunday, March 29. Gorgoza Park, located just five miles from Park 
City Mountain Resort, features lighted, lift-served tubing with three 
beginner and four advanced tubing lanes. Gorgoza Park also has mini 
snowmobiles for riders five to 12 years old, who can enjoy multiple 
laps around a designated course. In addition, Fort Frosty offers a 
kid’s play area that includes a tubing carousel and snow features for 
children six years and under.  
 

For more information, please visit www.gorgozapark.com or call 
435-658-2648. 
 
When: Open seven days a week from 1 - 8 p.m. until Sunday, 
April 6, 2008.  
 
Where: Gorgoza Park – Park City, Utah 



 
Gorgoza Park is conveniently located off I-80. For more information on Gorgoza Park, please 
call 435-658-2648 or visit www.gorgozapark.com. No reservations needed. 
 

 


